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Good morning. The Lord bless you and give you peace. We have been making
our way through the first epistle or Peter and have found ourselves in the
middle of the fourth chapter. Peter, this fisherman called to be an apostle and
eyewitness of the suffering and resurrection of Jesus Christ, is writing to
several churches in a region which would now cover modern day Turkey. This
underscores the power of the gospel not only in that it was running through the
Roman Empire with urgency, but that this previously ethnocentric Galilean
embraced those that were converted as members of Christ’s church – as his
brothers and sisters in Christ. Dear friends, the glorious wonder of the gospel
is that it transcends culture. It is good news for the world because its Author is
the creator of all that is. The gospel binds where cultures once divided. And
thankfully, the gospel redeems cultures when the people in those cultures
experience the power of spiritual new birth. So, it is not ignorant of the fact
that there is deep rooted sin in culture because there is deep rooted sin in every
individual that makes that culture up. In Christ the sin is dealt with judicially,
emotionally, and socially. God is satisfied to forgive those who repent of their
sin and embrace Jesus Christ as their redeemer. God brings joy where there
was once guilt and shame. As far as the east is from the west, so far does He
remove our iniquity from us, says the psalmist. And, as we’ve seen in Peter’s
teaching, the gospel saves me from sin and to a society of redeemed people.
What Peter is doing is showing those redeemed people how to live in this
world until God brings them home.
 
This brings us to the first point that we must underscore, especially
considering all the tensions that our culture is facing now, and that is that
Peter’s primary focus and purpose is to the Church of Jesus Christ. And he is
writing to the church because they have been given a stewardship, a mandate
to care for and exercise gifts that are a result of Christ’s presence in them. It
wasn’t just the church then that this is true of. Every Christian has that
responsibility, that stewardship because we are recipients of God’s saving
grace.
 
.I. An Epistle to the Church. Why is this important? It is important because
it highlights one of the major resources that help us walk in a manner
worthy of our salvation and help us focus and use our gifts as God would
require. The scriptures are a gift given to God’s people. Just consider some of
the statements that are made in the scriptures that underscore this. Let’s begin
with Peter. In this first reference we see Peter’s intent for the Church. 2 Peter
3:1-2, “This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both
of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you



should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment
of the Lord and Savior through you apostles.”
 
In these next verses we see that God has given His Word for His people. 1
Peter 1:10–12 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about
the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what
person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted
the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them
that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now
been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.
 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
 
Jude 3 “Beloved although I was very eager to write to you about our common
salvation, I found in necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the
faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.”
 
Last week Charles highlighted the addressing of the apocalyptic letter of
Revelation to the church. There were warnings and reprimands given to the
church, as well as encouragements and blessings being added to their
comprehension of this letter, and faithfulness to this letter as a corporate body.
The same can be said of every epistle in the New Testament. I think that it can
be argued that even the Gospels, although these gospels are written with the
goal of people repenting of their sins and embracing Christ, were also for the
express purpose of giving the Church written documentation concerning the
life and ministry of Jesus Christ. This is how He lived and served God His
Father, who is our Father also if we have believed in His only and eternally
begotten Son. As a Christian you will understand the New Testament in any
coherent depth, if you do not know and understand the Gospels.
 
So why do I bring this up? Peter’s use of epistolary literature share what the
Holy Spirit is directing highlights one of the major resources that help us walk
in a manner worthy of our salvation is the Word of God. It helps us focus and
use our gifts as God would require. But it also helps us understand what the
Church should be about in any context in which it finds itself.
 
Peter was concerned with the Church leaving the sinful patterns of thought
and action that people live in outside of Christ and living holy lives for Christ.
The church is not primarily a social gathering. Our social enjoyment is



motivated by and upheld by our growth in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The church is not primarily a place for political engagement and
consideration of social theory. As Peter says, we are a nation of priests, a holy
nation. Hebrews says that we are looking for another country. You see, here is
the crux of this. It is not that the church is disengaged from the real issues
that are hitting society, but it speaks to those issues by reflecting who we
are created to be as Christians. We will not stand in contrast to society as
long as we are caught up in the rhetoric and movements of our day. We will
not reflect that Jesus is the penultimate satisfaction and motivation of our lives
when our joy and passions are filtered through the metrics of happiness in our
world.
 
Put another way, are we so bored with Jesus and His message that sermons
and exhortations in sermons focus upon the moral paradigms of our culture,
and not upon the standard of holiness and Christian faithfulness that God
requires of every Christian person? I shudder at the thought of standing before
God one day and having to give account for the things I say in this pulpit that
lack that influence of grace. How much more if it is ignored completely and
we preach the worlds pseudo-sermons of deliverance? We are God’s people
through Christ. We are to be about God’s purposes in Christ. We are to reveal
God’s Word, not our own. The first and greatest stewardship that we must
embrace and disseminate is the WORD of God, then our gifts will be properly
tempered and seasoned with grace.
 
Just by way of illustration, consider this with the life of Peter. When we meet
Peter at the beginning of the Gospels, we see a man who was brash and fully
of unfocused passion, and not willing to take flak from anyone. He even has
the audacity to challenge Jesus at times. But by the time we see him after the
resurrection we see a man tempered, loving, and willing to receive rebuke,
even if it was public rebuke as when Paul challenged him at Galatia. And here
we see a strong, steadfast, resilient many, but with a good dose of gentleness.
All of that came through a constant mining and embracing of the Word of
God, and a faithfulness to steward the Word of God — to proclaim it,
knowing it, and preserve it.
 
Christian, do you want this kind of transformation in your life? Then
remember the gift and the stewardship that God has given you, primary to all
is the WORD of God!
 
This leads us to our second point. We see from the context that Peter is writing
to the Church, and he is exhorting its members to function in a way that
reflects their identity as Christians and motivation that Christ will return.



 
.II. Motivation Towards Christian Action. Verse 7 notes that we are to be
self-controlled and sober-minded. The original language really used these
words as synonyms for one another, not necessarily as giving us different
angles on the idea. The point is that our minds and consequent actions
should be measured according to who we are and what God is doing. What is
God doing? Peter reminds us that God is bringing all things to
consummation. He wants us to remember that “the end of all things is at
hand.” Let me pause for a moment and unpack this phrase for a moment.
 
First of all, we must remember that Peter has already mentioned this
motivating principle in 1:13: “Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and
being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 4:7 “7 The end of all things is at hand;
therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.” A
quick comparison shows us that Peter is recapitulating what he has already
said at the beginning of his letter. From a literary standpoint we see how
important this is for Peter since he reestablishes the primary point he’s been
making.
 
Secondly, knowing what Peter has already said gives us understanding into
what he means by the phrase “end of all things.” In 1:13 He references the
coming of Christ, and here he just talks about the end of all things. The word
is telos in Greek, and it is important in the New Testament for the theological
window that it opens to us. In the New Testament the theological inference is
what connects the idea of “the Day of the LORD” in the Old Testament. The
Day of the Lord was a term used in Old Testament scriptures to refer to God’s
judgment upon His people or the nations of the world. Ultimately there would
be a final judgment that God is going to bring upon the World and then
establish the eternal and righteous reign of His Anointed one, or the Root of
David, or the Righteous Branch, all Old Testament metaphors that are
connected to Jesus; Daniel 9, Isaiah 11 and Revelation 5, Jeremiah 23 and 33.
The return of Jesus Christ is the last major eschatological event that is going to
happen. 2 Peter talks about it being a time when the earth is destroyed. Paul
talks about the coming of the Lord as a time of rejoicing for God’s people, and
then a time of great judgment for those who have rejected Christ; 1
Thessalonians 4 and 5. Of course, John talks about the Day of the Lord’s
coming and God’s judgment on the world in Revelation. Christ is going to
return. That is one major point of the concept of telos.
 
The other major point in the concept of telos is that Christ is going to judge
the living and the dead. But how is this judgment made? Well, the Bible first



makes clear that we will all stand before God to give account. John 5:25–29
25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as
the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in
himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is
the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who
are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of
judgment.
 
The gospel is clear that there is none who does good, not even one. That being
the case, the only way that any of us can do anything of account is if we are
found doing it in the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. My friends, the
Holy Spirit only indwells those who have repented of sin and believed in Jesus
Christ. But how then is the Christian judged? Well, our work as Christians is
tested. God is keeping account of the things that we do for His glory and those
we do for our own. What is done or His glory will stand the test of fire that He
will bring upon them in the end, in the telos; 1 Corinthians 3:13. For those
outside of Christ it is as Jesus said in John 5:25-29, the resurrection of
judgment.
 
All these things would have been present in the minds of the people that made
up those churches. The apostles and their disciples were urgent in their
teaching the church to be aware of the return of Jesus Christ. And here Peter is
reminding them again that if they know Jesus is going to return and that we
will give account for all that we do, then it changes our level of motivation.
Who cares if we suffer at the hands of men in this world, we must give
account to God in the next, and that world is eternal. So, Peter again
underscores the teaching that we must act and think in a way that
acknowledges that we will give account to God. And that, my friends,
motivates prayer and structures the prayers that we lift up. That is the point of
his statement in verse 7. We do not pray so as to treat God as a genie in a
bottle. We do not pray to satisfy sinful desires. We pray so that we might serve
God’s people as God would have us. In this case it is serving with the kind of
love that can absorb the painful sting of wrongs done to us by our Christian
brothers and sisters, verse 8. We pray so that we might show hospitality, the
sharing of our time and resources with other Christians because they are our
Christian brothers and sisters. We pray so that our dispositions do it with joy
and not with grumbling, verse 9. We pray so that we might use our gifts to the
greatest capacity that they can be used, verse 10. And all of this so that
ultimately God may be glorified in Jesus Christ, because to Him belong glory
and dominion forever and ever, verse 11.



 
Dear friend, if Jesus would return today would you stand with the line of the
living, or would you stand in the line of the judgment for eternal punishment?
Dear Christian, if Jesus would return today what of what you are doing will
actually survive the fires of testing God will bring to them? May God help us
be found faithful to Him. Amen.


