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Good morning. The Lord bless you and give you peace. We are venturing further into our study of Peter and have 
made it to the 4th chapter of Peter’s first epistle. It certainly has some striking aspects to it, not the least of which is 
the clarity with which it calls out sin. Considering that, I think it is of great importance that we consider that the 
society in which Peter was writing, the society in which the original recipients were reading this letter, was one 
fraught with the same perversions that mark our society now. It makes this epistle incredibly current, and in my 
perspective gives us as Christians a tremendous amount of direction and hope. Just think about how incredibly 
transforming the Christian message was in Rome. There were sweeping spiritual awakenings that transformed the 
Roman world. Remember the story of the gospel hitting Ephesus for the first time. It was so effective that the 
idolatry trade was halted and those who converted burned books containing codes for witchcraft – the magic arts so 
called. The gospel had such a massive effect upon that city that Luke records the value of those books of witchcraft 
which were burned: fifty thousand pieces of silver (Acts 19). My friends the promise of Jesus Christ that the gates of 
hell will not prevail against the gospel of Christ is as true today as when Christ spoke it thousands of years ago. IT is 
as true today as when Peter penned the descriptive words of sin that we read this morning. We can take great 
encouragement, then, that neither our labor, nor our pain as Christians in such a society is in vain in the Lord.  
 
But in this we must remember that Peter is not trying to reform the Roman world. His primary focus, as that of the 
church in the New Testament, was to press the gospel and its implications into the life of the Christian. It was to 
shepherd the flock of God, as he says in chapter 5. The consequence of this ultimately had an effect on society, but 
it was first a realigning of the Christian with true Christianity. More clearly, what changes a culture is not leveraging 
our power to make the culture more comfortable. What changes culture is that the Christian lives more and more 
like a Christian and less and less like one who has not known Christ.  
 
What society aweing and society transforming Christianity looks like is what Peter is outlining. We see, then, that 
Peter is continuing his theme of outlining how to be faithful in a completely non-Christian environment, and why we 
should be faithful. 
 
Since it has been several weeks since we looked at Peter, let’s briefly consider Peter’s approach in this epistle. In 
Chapter 1 we are reminded of the divine nature of our salvation and the consequent hope that brings. If you are a 
Christian it is because God has you, and has had you, in mind even before the world was created, and that because 
Christ was foreknown before the foundation of the world (1:1-2, 20-24). Think about how much encouragement 
that brings to our hearts. Ladies, would it please you to hear from your spouse, “you are the person I have been 
waiting for my entire life!” “Everything I have done and am doing has been to prepare for the time we could know 
each other and share life together.” Gentlemen, that kind of language might sound a bit too much like a Hallmark 
card, to be sure, but said genuinely it reveals the kind of affection and value you have for that person. The amazing 
aspect of this teaching of foreknowledge in Peter is that when God thinks if His Son in the role of “the Christ,” the 
“Messiah,” it is never divorced from, or void of your soul. Who loves like this? Only God! 
 
Chapter 2 reminds us of the citizenship and function that we have in Christ. We are a nation of priests, a holy 
people. We are being built up as living stones being fit together. A Living temple in which God dwells, made up of 
living people that He has redeemed unto Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. That picture is picked up by John in 
Revelation when he speaks of the New Jerusalem, where God dwells, as a place that comes down from heaven 
adorned as a bride for her husband. Paul picks it up in Ephesians when he connects the relationship between a 
Christian husband and Christian wife as a picture of Christ and His church. 
 
Chapter 3 encourages us to consider the kind of commitment that is necessary even in the midst of suffering. In 
fact, God uses suffering to accomplish His purposes, just as He used Christ’s suffering to accomplish His purposes of 
salvation with us. As people who have that heritage and inheritance, we should be people who walk soberly in this 
life. We do not live unholy lives, which means that we strive to embrace all that is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, 
commendable, excellent or worthy. Chapter 1 demands it as the sacrifice of Christ was costly. Chapter 2-3 



distinguishes the implications of the Christian life in the context of society here on earth, from government and 
work relationships, to family relationships.  
 
Chapter 4 underscores the contrast in this world that the Christian life will bring. That contrast of the faithful 
Christian life to our former life, and the life of non-believers will result in suffering, but we are not to lose heart 
because we are actually entering into the suffering that Christ endured on this earth, and we will be blessed by God 
for it.  
 
Chapter 5 considers the responsibility of church leadership to the Christian church in a friendly, or hostile 
environment. How should elders care for, and lead, God’s people? 
 
Let’s turn our attention, now, to the text itself. Seeing that suffering is a major theme that runs through this text, 
let’s think about the implications of Peter’s teaching on Christian suffering. Notice 4:1, Peter identifies Christ’s 
suffering, which resulted in our salvation, as the resolved frame of mind that we are to have. “Since therefore Christ 
suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves in the same way of thinking.” Jesus reminded Peter and all of the disciples of 
the fact that if Christ was hated, those that love Him will be hated too. There is a cost to identifying with Christ. But 
we can see as well that this statement reaches back to the whole teaching of suffering that we see in this epistle. 
Most fresh in the readers mind should be 3:17, “it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, then 
for doing evil.” It was God’s will to send Christ to the cross for our salvation. Christ would have been disobedient to 
God’s will in salvation if He did not go to the cross. Do you hear Luke’s gospel recording Christ’s prayer in the 
garden? It is important because it is the disposition Peter is underscoring as we serve faithfully in light of potential 
trials for our faith. That night Christ just before Christ was arrested He had when He knelt and prayed in the garden, 
“Father if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours be done.” But it was God’s 
will. Isaiah looking ahead in history when he wrote Isaiah 53 records that it was the will of God to crush Christ one 
our behalf when Christ became our offering for sin. The glory of the Christian experience even if God uses suffering 
in our lives to accomplish His purposes, as He did with Christ, is that we will never have to, and never could, suffer 
the depths of suffering that Christ suffered on our behalf. 
 
The phrase “arm yourselves” translates a word that underscores the concept of equipping and preparing. The 
phrase “way of thinking” translates a word that underscores insight and thought into something. Our meditation 
upon the sacrifice of Christ and His resurrection for our atonement and eternal life should steel our minds to 
faithfulness even if it means hardship. We have to prepare our minds for action so that when the hardship comes, 
we will respond in a way that honors Christ.   
 
As I was considering this point it made me ask how we can attain to that kind of resolved courage. The narrative that 
came to mind was the narrative in Acts 4. Peter and John are before a counsel giving account for their teaching of 
Jesus Christ’s provision of salvation from sin. Luke records in verse 13, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that 
they had been with Jesus.” If we are wondering how we gain the strength for courageous Christian living, we must 
see it only comes with communion with Christ. The men and women who have made the most impact in this world 
were those whose life was deeply marked by faithful humble worship of God in Christ. The Acts 4 account of Peter 
and John concludes with God’s people gathered in prayer and worship, and Luke notes, “When they had prayed, the 
place in which they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to 
speak with boldness.” Dear friends, we will not be resolved to faithfulness when it costs us if we are not marked by 
a fixed gaze upon Christ. Read of Him in the gospels. Speak to one another of Him. Share with others how Christ has 
worked in your life and is working in your life. Inspire in the life of other Christians a desire and need to communion 
with their savior more closely. It is why we do the activities that we try to do here. We want to edify one another in 
the faith. 
 
 



Now considering the nature and repetition of Peter’s teaching, I think it bears repeating what we have considered in 
the past. There is a teaching that states that God does not want you to experience hardship in this life. It is a 
teaching that rejects any kind of Christian need or suffering. In fact, it presumes that a Christian who is struggling 
emotionally, socially, physically, economically, or whatever other adjective that hinders happiness, is said to be a 
Christian who doesn’t have enough faith, a Christian who is not living in the riches that God has provided and wants 
for them. This is really a subtle and dangerous error. The scriptures make clear that God blesses the faithful 
Christian in this world, and the world to come. This does not mean, however, that the path through which we are 
experiencing pain is the wrong path. It does not mean that we lack faith because we are on that path. Notice what 
Peter says in 3:17, “it is better for suffering for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.” To 
complicate this further for those who promote a Christianity that is all about prosperity and no pain, there is the 
added hardship that their theology demands that we say that Christ got it wrong too, since He ended up on the 
cross. It completely ignores that God sent His Son specifically to bring atonement to us through the shedding of His 
blood on the cross. It ignores that our entire standing is based upon that work of Christ in coming to this world and 
culminating in His death and resurrection. Dear brother, dear sister, have you thought that the reason that you are 
struggling in this world, even though you are faithful, is because there is a gem of glory that God wants you to 
bear for the advancement of the gospel of Christ in this broken world?  
 
As I meditate on this it causes me to consider the way in which we should be praying and living. If I know that there 
are things in my life beyond my control that are causing me pain, things that if I were not a Christian would not be 
an issue, and if embrace Peter’s teaching, I should be asking God for strength to bear up under the burden even 
while I ask, like Christ, that the cup pass from me only if it be God’s will. How would you reorder your life if you 
embraced your pain as a Christian? What kinds of relationships would you want in your life? What kinds of ways 
would you spend your time, or money, or talent? These are the things we should be asking, but we are so 
conditioned towards pain removing, body numbing pill popping, that we cannot bear any heat at all. Where is our 
courage? Where is our hope? Where are the people that the world needs to see who will brave the sneers and jeers, 
the violence and crimes with courage and immovability?  
 
Our strength is Christ. Our hope is Christ. Our meditation is Christ. Our Christian suffering is for Christ – we identify 
with Him because He is worthy of our affection. In this vein of meditation for this time together, I was considering 
the amazing focus of Christ in this world. Remember that Jesus is God as much as He is man without sin. He could 
have outlined the cure for every disease. He could have shown us how to live in a sustainable and healthy 
environment. He could have revealed the most essential technologies that we strive for today, or don’t even know 
about needing yet. Instead, Jesus determined to be faithful to the primary thing He was here to do, die for our sins 
to satisfy God’s justice, and rise again to offer us God’s grace of forgiveness and eternal life. What does that tell us? 
It tells us that God determined that of all that can be known, of all that could be sacrificed for, there was nothing 
more necessary, nothing more transforming, nothing more valuable than the gospel He was coming to provide. In 
that we find the answer to everything we long for, love, justice, beauty, harmony, value, individuality and 
community, and someone to truly rescue us from ourselves. Are you willing to carry that mantle until Christ takes 
you home? Are you willing to bear the heat of rejection and condemnation just because you want to live like Jesus?  
 
There is no greater cause but to faithfulness to God by living as Christ did. May it be our growing ambition. Amen. 
  


