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Good morning. The Lord bless you and give you peace. This morning I have taken a pause in our study of Peter to 
help us focus upon the Lord’s Table, which we will participate in that the end of this message. It is not that we could 
not apply the teaching from Peter to the Lord’s Table, but only that sometimes it is helpful to look at other portions 
of scripture. If an analogy could be made from food on this is would be something like, same ingredients, different 
dish. The ingredients are specifically focused upon Christ’s passion. Peter, as you know, has been talking a lot about 
the sacrifice of Christ and how we are to be willing to suffer as Christ suffered, if that should be God’s will. This 
morning, however, I want to focus our attention on what Christ was doing in His suffering – a suffering that only He 
could bear.  
 
We began our attention on the word by reading Hebrews 9, but we will, in fact, be in John 17.  By way of 
introduction, and to connect some dots that may not be readily obvious, Hebrews 9 is concerned about teaching us 
how Jesus interceded for us in salvation. He not only functioned as High Priest who entered into God’s eternal 
dwelling and beckoned God’s mercy upon those who believe, but He did so by propitiating for our sin, or as the old 
theologians used to say, expiating our sin by shedding His blood upon the cross. He becomes the pleading force for 
mercy, forgiveness, and peace with God as He calls out to God on our behalf. John 17 is the expression of His 
priestly work of prayer in anticipation of His passion. Hebrews 9 is the expression of Christ’s priestly work as a 
result of His passion. What John records in John 17 is just hours before He is abused and crucified, and Jesus was 
not oblivious to any of it. 
 
This, then, is my goal this morning. For those that are not familiar with this passage of scripture, I want to introduce 
you to one of the most distinguished and beloved portions of scripture we could ever know. In it we see not only the 
manifold grace of God in sending His Son, but the loving work of Christ towards us, and for God. For those who 
know this passage of scripture, I simply want to fill your eyes again with that ineffable light of Christ which has 
illumined our soul so that your joy might be renewed. And for all of us, that we may be prepared to participate in 
this sacred act of worship which is to partake of the Lord’s Table.  
 
Here is our question that moves us to the text. What did our High Priest Jesus Christ ask of God before His passion 
began?  
 
In consider that we need to remember that this is the first of 5 chronological prayers that distinguish that passion of 
Christ and reveal something of His glory. Just to be sure that you have those 5 prayers in mind, they are as follows: 
the high priestly prayer of John 17; the prayer of sorrow and faithful resilience in the garden of Gethsemane, Luke 
22:39-46; the prayer of forgiveness for His enemies, Luke 23:34; the prayer of anguish and isolation Matthew 27:46, 
Mark 15:34; the prayer of completion, Matthew 27:50, Mark 15:37, Luke 23:46, and John 19:30. 
 
John 17 is the precursor of those prayers, but there is more in this prayer than can be apprehended in months of 
study. Every major theological theme that bears the lion’s share of consideration in biblical and systematic theology 
can be traced in this passage.  
 
Considering our time, I simply want to walk you through this text and highlight where you need to focus your study 
as you make this a part of your personal study as a Christian. The goal of this is of course to prepare us for 
communion. As we consider this, keep the context in the back of your mind the whole time. Jesus is just hours away 
from not being able to speak except for sporadic utterances that were misunderstood by some. He was so shredded 
and in such agonizing pain that He was only able to speak a few words on the cross. How important must they have 
been to muster the strength to make sure that they were spoken?  
 
 
 
 



The text is set off by a reminder that what was spoken in the previous chapters was of great importance to what He 
was about to pray audibly. We see this in the phrase, “these words” in John 17:1. Let me give you a brief synopsis of 
“these words.” John 13: Loving service and the sin of betrayal. John 14: The singular provision of salvation – Jesus 
Christ – God with us. The pinnacle experience of salvation – the Holy Spirit – God in us! John 15: Living with Christ 
and Leaving the world. John 16: The Work of the Holy Spirit and the Joy of Christ’s Victory 
 
Our first section identified as a prayer of proper perspective. Here I am only highlighting that Jesus is speaking to 
God as Father. As Father He has directed Jesus to accomplish certain things, chief of which was to reveal God such 
that He could be known and enjoyed as Father. This knowledge of God as Father is life giving as it means that there 
is an intimate knowledge that can be had and must be had for this to be true. It is not intellectual knowledge that 
distinguishes our parents to us. It is that present knowledge of His presence and affection.  
 
That presence and affection are birthed through the reception of the Father’s Sent One, Jesus Christ. So, to know 
God, to Know God’s sent one is understood as believing and receiving what has been said by Christ, and Jesus 
underscores that what He is praying about, is nothing less than the promise of eternal life that God sent Him to 
establish through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and His resurrection from the dead. Important for our example is 
not just the way in which Jesus reveals the way we are to intercede, that is to bring to God what He has already said 
to us about Himself and His plans and intentions, but to do so in a pattern of faithfulness. Jesus was faithful to 
accomplish all that God has told Him to do. We are not as faithful as Jesus, but this is available to us as we seek to be 
more faithful every day and seek to live in the reality of absolute forgiveness of our sins when they are confessed to 
our God. Some meditation of 1 John 1 and 2 would be helpful here, and I would encourage you to take time on our 
own to meditate on those sections.  
 
More can be said, more must be said, undoubtedly, but we must look at the second section which I have identified 
as a prayer of precision. Here Jesus recalls in His prayer who it is that Jesus has been serving, and that is those that 
were given to Him by His Father. 
 
This is an invaluable reminder to us at the beginning of this prayer and would have been to the disciples who were 
about to be upended in their understanding of what Jesus was going to do, and how Jesus was going to do it. 
Christ’s work was to deliver His people from the greatest enemy, which was not the gentile empire of Rome. Jesus 
Christ was destroying power of sin and death and providing a means of peace between man and God. Those who 
believe are those who are gifts from God the Father to His Son. Not that there is anything in us that would demand 
that kind of affection, but that makes this even more encouraging. It also reinforces our place in the family of God. It 
is not a place earned or maintained by our effort, which we will see when we consider the idea of being guarded by 
God for salvation. It places the Christian squarely in the realm of the Father’s power and affection and 
underscored a deeper love that we get to experience. We are loved by Christ because the Father loves us. We are 
served by Christ because Jesus loves the Father and receives the gifts that the Father gives Him with joy. Will He not 
treasure us with inexplicable affection? His love to us is, after all, a reflection of His love to God. 
 
Perhaps a simple illustration would suffice to bring out the way we display this same kind of character. How many 
unrecognizable drawings, or little chunks of valueless mass have mom’s and dad’s treasured because these little 
people that are their children have given it to them? Kids give these as if it were the very crown of kings and queens 
in value and an attentive parent will see value of that. How much more does Christ’ treasure us? We bear the image 
of God as human beings, though marred. And those who believe and come to God by faith in Jesus then bear the 
knowledge that they are a gift to His Son. The glory of the Christian life, then, is that Christ takes what was broken 
and valueless in the currency of eternity, and He causes us to be glorified. We are made to match the declarations of 
God’s affections. No other religion, no other worldview, no other philosophical paradigm offers this because they 
are without Christ. Without Christ there is no advocacy. Without Christ there is no intercession from God. Without 
Christ there is no hope, no joy that is eternally founded. There is only repackaged brokenness of this life. 
 



The third section I have identified as the section buttressed by verse 13 and verse 19. It is a prayer of purpose. Jesus 
Christ is asking His Father to guard His people, especially those who will experience the next 3 days of His passion. 
This is a prayer that extends to all Christians, as we will see in a moment, but it needs to be seen how Jesus asks God 
to intercede. He underscores that what He speaks in the world was meant for their joy, that is all Christians, and 
especially those that were to experience seeing Jesus mutilated and murdered on the cross. Those who have 
received Christ are no longer of this world, this cosmos. The cosmos is not a reference to the physical distinction yet, 
though eschatologically it has that in view. It is a distinction concerning the philosophies and purposes of mankind. 
The Christian has been made, and is being made, different in his or her thinking than those who do not believe. The 
consecration of Christ to His calling has made it possible for us to be consecrated more and more by the Word of 
God. The word translated “consecrated” is the word which normally translates sanctified. The translators whom I 
believe made a distinction with Jesus who is without sin and is already holy and set apart, juggle this word 
differently for us. But in fact, we have been set apart for God, and have been declared just and holy because of 
Jesus. But sanctification in this world also underscores that we are being made to match what God has declared us 
to be. We are justified, and are holy because God is holy, but we are also commanded to be holy. In sanctification, 
both in setting ourselves apart as distinct and living in disregard for sin, we participate in what God has called us to 
and declared us to be. We are never commanded to be justified in scripture. We seek justification in God, but we 
reveal that justification in our actions. We are guarded because we are His people, and we are distinguished, set 
apart, consecrated, sanctified, by the Word of God.   
 
The final section is marked by verse 20-26. I have identified this as a prayer for God’s people. Here are the most 
glorious parts of this sermon for those who came to faith after the disciples, who were the original audience of this 
prayer. Jesus is asking God to apply this to all those who will believe. This prayer is for those who were looking to 
Jesus then, and those who are looking to Jesus now. The fulfillment of this prayer is seen in a world that believes. 
This is not universalism. Jesus makes clear that the world is different than those given to Him. Further, Jesus says at 
the beginning that His prayer is not for the World. This last section is a declaration of vindication for Christ and His 
people. Everyone who rejected Him will one day surrender to the true fact that Jesus was the only means of 
salvation. For Christians that means that we participate in the love of God that He has always had within the persons 
of the Godhead. It is no wonder that angels long to study these amazing realities of our salvation. The result of all of 
this being that we get to enjoy the glory of Christ, which is the glory of God, in heaven for eternity.  
 
What we will do in a moment, this simple act of taking communion is a reminder of Christ’s efficacious work. His 
success and His affection, which is the affection of our holy Father in heaven. It is distinguished in that we taste, 
smell, see, feel, and hear that our life is found in Christ alone. So, He says, this is my body broken for you. It is 
qualified, of course when He speaks of His body being bread in John 6. There He says that the words He speaks are 
spiritual. He is not simply functioning on a physical plain. He is intending to cause us to think of the spiritual realities 
of His person. We need Him like we need food to survive. Christ, therefore, takes on the analogous connection with 
bread and wine. We need His air to breath. So, God sends us His wind, John 3, which is His holy Spirit. We need a 
high priest who can go into the presence of God and once and for all deal with our sin and advocate for us that we 
might have God’s life in us, and so it was done by Christ.  
 
As we participate in communion, I would remind you that this is a Christian act of worship. If you are not a Christian 
please, where you are sitting, repent of your sins and believe in Jesus Christ, then participate in this reflective act of 
grace. If you do not want to embrace Christ, then I would ask you not to participate. And for Christians the 
exhortation is this, that we do not treat this as some silly event, or as unmeaningful. We do that by not repenting of 
sin in our lives before we participate. We do this by not taking seriously what this is. Christ has given us His life, that 
we might live as eternally vibrant gifts of the Father’s love to His Son. Let us take time now to meditate upon His 
grace, and then we will take this together.  


