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Good morning, the Lord bless you and give you peace. We have found ourselves slowly surveying a very difficult 
passage of scripture. But we’ve gleaned some important lessons in how to scratch away at scripture in order to 
understand its meaning. Formally speaking, what we did last Sunday was biblical hermeneutics, that is, how to 
interpret scripture. We saw primarily that the first point of interpretation to better understanding scripture is to 
know that scripture is the inspired word of God. We took some time to track that thought down last week. Since it is 
the inspired word of God, we can conclude that scripture will interpret scripture. God is not confused. God doesn’t 
change the plan, or the standards of holiness. Further, God, those whom He led to write knew God was leading 
them and had specific concerns for a specific audience. We must, therefore, take the context of the content into 
consideration. And we saw, given these things, that the context moves from the immediate context in the chapter, 
to the work entirely, and then to the scriptures as a whole. There are many tools what we can employ in 
understanding the scriptures, such as familiarity with the original languages, commentaries, theologies, etc. All of 
these things are terribly helpful in understanding the text. The better our understanding, the more at rest our minds 
will be on any given issue. Truth sets free my friends. 
 
But so that we don’t think that this is an exercise in religious practice, an exercise that is quite boring to boot, let me 
show you how this kind of thing is actually replicated in our judicial system. On June 26th 2008, the Supreme Court of 
the United States struck down the D.C. gun ban and upheld the 2nd Amendment. Here, I am not making a political 
point, or arguing in favor of any side on this. I simply want to show you how the SCOTUS decided the case. First, 
context is given citing the Second Amendment’s purpose. Secondly, the prefatory and operative clauses are 
demonstrated to show that it was not the Court’s own interpretation. In other words, they looked at the grammar 
and construction of the phrases, as well as the lexical expanse of the word for militia. Third, historical perspectives 
were taken into account. Finally, a conclusion was made about the unconstitutionality of the D.C. gun ban.  
 
If we are willing to recognize the effort, and applaud the depth and sobriety which marked their work on an 
important historical document, how much more willingly should we embrace these tools for the understanding and 
advancing scriptural literacy – that is, that people would know the inspired Word of God, much more precious and 
enduing then a manmade document?  
 
Continuing then, as last week, and even though this message is not like out normal kind of messages, I think this is 
terribly important for our development as Christians. So, let’s dive in and see what we can glean, shall we?  
.I. Let’s start by breaking down the text. The first thing we see is the harmony with the broader context. Notice 3:18 
and then 3:22. We see in 3:18 that Peter is describing the completed work of Christ upon the cross. Jesus paid for 
our sins once for all. The first pope is underscoring that there is no purgatory. If you are a true Christian, your sins 
have been paid for. It was accomplished by Jesus. But it meant that Jesus suffered. This is where we see the 
connection with the idea that it is better to suffer, if it is the will of God, then to do evil, verse 17. But even that fits 
into the broader teaching that we considered for several weeks, and that is that our suffering is not lost to God. He 
will bless us now and in the future. Part of that blessing is the real and looming judgment of God upon those that 
harm His people. This brings us to 3:22. Jesus Christ experiences real and absolute blessing from God, along with the 
satisfaction of seeing His enemies humiliated under Him. Because of His work, the Messiah is now at the right hand 
of the throne of God and everything is under Him. He has absolute dominion. You may notice the movement in the 
text. Jesus went down, that is His suffering and humiliation upon the cross. Now Jesus goes up, that is His exaltation. 
What happens in between in verses 3:19-21 is an aspect of this reality. It must fit in to those clear truths.  
 
There is a theologically looming question here, though, that we need to ask even if we are really surveying this text. 
Given what we know about Jesus Christ in His divine and human nature, that Jesus is God the eternally begotten 
Son, why is this news that He shares authority with the Father and the Holy Spirit. As you study scripture what needs 
to press in on your mind is the reality that of all the things that could be said, only these things were said. If it made 
it to these really small records of teaching, it must be crucial to the things that God wants us to understand. Here 



then, I will introduce a theological point to encourage your soul with the sheer wonder of what God has done in 
Christ.  
 
The Messiah took on flesh and dwelt among us. In other words, He took upon Himself humanity, but He never 
relinquished that identity. He rose from the grave bodily and bodily ascended into heaven. Before I make my point 
upon this, allow me to borrow from David for a moment. Notice what David says in Psalm 8:4-6 “what is man that 
you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the 
heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.” You have given him dominion over the works of your 
hands; you have put all things under his feet. The author of Hebrews (chapter 2) picks this up to underscore that this 
is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The glory of this passage is that the Man Jesus Christ, who is also the eternally begotten 
Son of God, sits over all things with the God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit. Peter is so awed by this beautiful 
truth that he says in 2 Peter 1:4 that we have become partakers of the divine nature having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world because of sinful desires. Though there are many implications to this statement in 1 Peter, the 
one that sits in neon lights in our passage and that of 2 Peter is that in Jesus Christ man has been rescued and lifted 
up to the highest position. Again, this needs to fit within the scope of your understanding of what we are outside of 
Christ’s grace. We are sinners doomed to eternal judgment in hell. We are enemies of God. There is nothing 
desirable in us that would make God move to this level of sacrifice. But God, being rich in His mercy by which He 
loved us, even when we were dead in our sin, made us alive together with Christ – by grace we have been saved. 
 
Doesn’t that make your soul want to sing the songs of satisfaction and joy in God? “Take the world but give me 
Jesus. All its joys are but a name. But His love abideth ever, through eternal years the same. Oh, the heights and 
depths of mercy! Oh, the length and breadth of love! Oh, the fullness of redemption. Pledge of endless life above.”  
(Fanny Crosby) 
 
We’ve considered the harmony that is present in the text with the other portions of 1 Peter 3 and noted as well how 
this particular section is defined by verse 18 and verse 22. Let’s take a look at this next portion of scripture which I 
have called ancillary, that is, that it is supportive and extra information that underscores the primary truths of verse 
18 and 22. 
 
.II. Ancillary Concerns 
 
Under this point I want to introduce you to some theological categories that will help you as you develop your 
biblical and theological acumen, and I want to introduce you to the three main points of interpretation on this 
passage. 
 
First, let me introduce you to a theological category and some of its components that are underscored in this text. 
The category is Christology. When we talk about theology it may be helpful to understand that theology is used to 
describe all that pertains to divinity studies, as well as the actual study of God, called Theology Proper. Within 
Theology Proper there are subsets that help us understand the persons of God. Christology, the study of Christ, is 
one of those subsets and it is our concern now. 
 
 Again, this may seem a little academic, but you can’t really interface with something unless you understand what it 
is. In order to do that you have to organize the information you are looking at in order to begin to understand it. 
How many times have you found yourself walking an isle at the store because someone organized the item you 
needed in a different place than it was organized in your head? Or a better argument, whose organizational model is 
better, Apple or Android? We can’t learn something if we don’t have categories in which likes can be compared 
and studied.  
 
Christological concepts are presented to us in scripture in a variety of ways. One of the most utilized ways is in that 
of typology. Typology in theological study is to study people and things that represent something of Christ. In our 
text we discern that Noah was saved from God’s judgment on the earth because he believed God and obeyed God’s 



command to build the Ark. Peter connects this to baptism and says that it corresponds together. The word 
translated “corresponds” is the Greek word antitypos. It has to idea of impressing, as impressing an image, and its 
root is “typos.” We get our word “type” from this. All the types of Christ in scripture were amazing figures but 
ultimately fell short of expressing Christ because we are all marked by sin. Baptism, Noah, the Ark, the flood, these 
all correspond to something greater that God was going to do in Christ. When Christ came, we see the perfect 
reality of what these types pointed to. 
 
Types are very important, my friends. In fact, I had the opportunity to meet a man who was raised as a Jehovah’s 
Witness. This is not a Christian religion. They do not adhere to the deity of Christ, are a works-based religion, and 
have earnestly manipulated the biblical text to fit their perspectives. However, in God’s good providence, as they 
manipulated the biblical text, they never really dealt with the typology that can only be fulfilled if Christ were an 
uncreated being – if Christ were God. This man I met told me that that is what led him to repent of his sin and trust 
Christ. He was reading his cannibalized version of the Bible but couldn’t escape the pictures of Jesus.  
 
Christology uses typology to communicate something to us, but there is also a theological term used to describe 
Christ’s person before He took on flesh, and that is His preincarnate state. Pre, meaning before, and incarnate, 
meaning flesh; before Christ took on flesh. What was He doing before this, how was He interacting with the World, 
etc. That is important to this conversation because this passage directs our attention to Noah and says that Jesus 
was preaching during that time. When did that happen and how did that happen? That is one of the difficulties of 
this text. 
 
Whatever your final conclusions are on this text, you will have to employ a robust Christology, and it will have to 
include some understanding of typology in the Old and New Testament, as well as considering the preincarnate 
person of Christ as He interacted in this world before He was born as Jesus.  
 
So here are the three common interpretations which I will only introduce, and then as God permits, we will look at 
these three briefly next week.  
 
First, Christ descended to hell to preach to the spirits of those who perished in the flood. What is uncertain is what 
Jesus preached. In this view it is assumed that He preached the gospel as a means of redemption, and, or, as a 
means of judgement. The problem is obvious, and that is that if Jesus preached the gospel in order to redeem those 
who perished in the flood, then there is a second chance of salvation beyond this life. Nothing in Peter, nor in the 
New Testament, not in the O.T. teaches this. There are major theological issues here, but it is nuanced enough 
through many commentators that they reject the second chance theories, and cling to something more theologically 
orthodox. Still, I believe this view takes some hermeneutical hopscotch. 
 
The second perspective, and the one that seems to give me less heartburn, is that Jesus Christ preached in the 
Spirit through Noah, to the people of Noah’s day. (This is letting you in to my leaning on understanding of 
Christological study.) In other words, the whole time Noah is building the ark and warning of judgment, it was Christ 
moving and speaking through him. That is more theologically comfortable, but exegetically it all hinges on some 
pretty hard grammar to understand.  
 
The third perspective, though it seems strange it is also reasonably plausible both exegetically and theologically. It is 
this, that after Jesus’ resurrection He proclaims His victory to fallen angels on His way to heaven to be seated next 
to God the Father. In my mind I’ve categorized this as a sort of victory lap theory.  
 
But you might be wondering about the theories on baptism. With regard to baptism, I am not dealing with it as a 
separate item because it is specifically tied in to how we understand the three views. As we look at those next week, 
we will be able to touch on the way in which Peter uses these ideas to teach us something of our redemption and 
the work of Christ. Now please do not let that incredibly presumptuous and diminutive introduction satisfy you. As 
you dive into the arguments for these views your initial objections will be challenged, and theologically it will begin 



to feel like you’ve moved from a big recliner to a plastic bicycle seat – a nice comfortable perspective to a, “I wonder 
about this now.”  
 
Further, remember as we dive into this kind of discussion that the scripture is applicable to our daily lives, but to 
properly bring out of the text what God wants us to see we must learn how to mine. The most beautiful gems in 
this world are found in the dark cavities of this earth, and that with pick and shovel. Let us show more reverence for 
the Word of God in being willing to mine the ore which lies embedded in difficult places. Scripture, after all, is not a 
fortune cookie we break open for a quick tale of success or woe. Scripture is not a horoscope we touch on to get a 
little inspiration for the day.  
 
Scripture is the music of God’s redemption played through history in the lives of men and women who are lent to 
the notes of His grace, and to the wind of His Spirit. It is worth our ear even when the score is written in scales we 
have not yet learned, and the rhythm sways us in a way we have not yet danced. It will awaken our souls to the 
songs of heaven, and guard our souls from the gates of hell. It is good because it is scripture. It is necessary because 
it is scripture. It is worthy of our attention because it is scripture. Amen. 
 


