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Good morning. The Lord bless you and give you peace. Our attention this morning is a little further along in our 
study of 1 Peter. And to prepare us, I would like to introduce you to a story of a faithful missionary.  
 
In 1937 Darlene Mae McIntosh married Russell Deibler. Russell was a missionary to Papua New Guinea. He was 
establishing a mission deep in the jungle and working with a tribe that had only been discovered a few years before 
their marriage. Darlene was 19 when she married. Can you imagine packing up your life at 19 and traveling across 
the world with little to no opportunity to ever interact with your loved ones again, only to live in a remote jungle? 
She was the first white woman this tribe had ever seen. But they loved those people in that jungle. Those of you 
who know your history will understand the significance of the date. Just a few years later, the Japanese mobilized to 
war and began embedding themselves in the surrounding Islands. Darlene and Russell chose to stay in the tribe they 
were seeking to serve with the gospel, and soon found them selves under house arrest for being foreign. Soon they 
would be rounded up and sent to separate prison camps. Darlene never saw her husband again and barely survived 
the hardships of prison and jungle illnesses. The height of which was having an order of execution stayed only 
through a clerical error. The day she was supposed to be killed she inexplicably moved to another camp. God’s hand 
was watching over this young woman to preserve her life. When the war finished and she made it back to the US, 
she still yearned to take the gospel to those islands, though she had experienced so much hardship there. In 1948 
she married another single missionary named Gerald Rose, and in 1949 she returned to New Guinea to share the 
gospel of Christ. Their work encompassed New Guinea and the Outback of Australia, and spanned over 40 years. 
One biography states that for over 40 years they evangelized, taught, built landing strips, delivered babies, faced 
down headhunters and loved them to Jesus. Darlene died at age 87. But here is the shocking part of the whole story. 
In all the times that she would recount her testimony she would say, “I would do it all again for my Savior.”  
 
What Peter is saying here discloses the Christian path of success on the road of trial, the path that Darlene found 
and walked throughout her life such that she can look at the joys and tears of her life and say with simple honesty, 
“I’d do it all again for my Savior.” I don’t know about you, but as a Christian, I want that kind of peace and power in 
me. I want to know that path of success that is unmoved by the greatest joys and most horrific terrors. But I also 
know that those are proven and attained not only through joy, but deep darkness. 
 
As we consider the text in light of this example that Darlene left for us, .I.Let’s consider first, the actions of 
Christians in the midst of trial. The first thing we notice is found in verse 13. Because the Christian knows that God 
is watching, that is the section we saw before in verses 8-12, and because we know that God will bless us for good 
action and bring justice upon those that do evil, we live in the knowledge that ultimately there is no real harm that 
comes to the Christian. We live as faithful Christians. “Who is there to harm you if you are zealous for good works?” 
In verse 16 Peter underscores that those who slander us and seek to do us harm will ultimately be put to shame 
because our good works will speak for us. So, regardless of the circumstances or the immediate cost, a faithful 
Christian finds success in trial by being true to his or her Christianity. We are those who seek good and do it. Psalm 
34:14, “turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” The Christian celebrates all that is good and 
right in society and the Christian community and rejects all that is perverse. It is what makes Christianity a distinctly 
different. But it will cost us because there will be times when we cannot endorse something that this world wants us 
to endorse. We can never be “all in” when it comes to this world because this world is affected by sin. That keeps us 
from placing our hope and joy in what is happening now. Our efforts, our sacrifices, our gifts and vision are all 
applied to the pursuit of Christian good in our lives and the lives of those around us. What good things are you 
seeking and doing that Christ considers good works — the kind which can silence your adversaries?  
 
Now let me just add this, that what the Bible does when it tells us that no one can truly harm us is that it points out 
that there is something greater for which the Christian lives. We do not live as if this world is all there is, otherwise, 
yes, people can really harm us. But if this world is fleeting and Christ is preparing a place or us, though there are 
difficulties and atrocities that we experience in this life, they will be rectified in the next, and the next life is 
incomparable in durability and beauty. Paul says this in Romans 8:18, “For I consider that the sufferings of this 



present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed.” What hardships are you bearing? Your 
loneliness in singleness to God’s glory, your endurance in a difficult marriage, your embracing of some physical 
hardship that God is not curing, and everything else which causes our hearts to bleed, none of these things compare 
to the beauty that God will bring to us. So, live faithfully as a Christian.  
 
If the first action is to live faithfully because no one can truly harm us. The second action is to live fearlessly. Verse 
14 says that even if we suffer for doing good, we are not to fear, nor be troubled. I will endeavor to show more of 
the impetus for this in the second point, but for now think about all the things we do not do as Christians because 
we are afraid of the consequences. We are afraid of letting people know that we are Christians. We are afraid of 
sharing Christ with others. We are afraid of surrendering to the direction that God calls us to in our lives. We are 
afraid of what it might mean if I really just commit to my Christian faith with all my heart, soul, and mind. How will 
others receive me then? In context of what we have seen, we will never sustain success in this life of pain if we do 
not embrace the paths that God has revealed for us to walk in. 
 
Actions of faithfulness, actions of fearlessness, and thirdly, an action of focus. Here it is seen in verse 15. Our focus 
is that Christ must be preeminent in our hearts and minds. Jeff Burden talked about this a couple of weeks ago. We 
see it here in that Peter says that Christ must be regarded as holy. Holiness in the scripture has two ideas that are 
both true in this application. The first is absolute moral excellence. Christ is the sinless lamb of God that takes away 
the sin of the world. The second is distinguished place or purpose. It is the idea of being set apart for something. 
There is no one higher in purity and moral excellence than Christ since He is God’s Son. And there is no one who 
should have a higher place in our lives than Jesus since He is our Savior and advocate.  
 
So how is this seen? It is seen in the little things and the big things. In the little things we seek to train our hearts and 
minds to wander to His glory and to seek His face in prayer and worship. In the big things we train our hearts to 
reject anything that would displace His preeminence, His “first-ness” on our lives. How will this relationship help or 
hurt my walk with Christ? How will this job, educational focus, food, vacation, help or hinder my relationship with 
Christ? Those are the questions we must learn to engage with if we will be true to this Christian focus.  
 
Further along this concept of focus is this, that when people ask us about why we are like we are, we have a focused 
response. Peter says that we be ready to give a defense for the hope that lies within us. The word translated as 
defense is the Greek word apologia. It is the word from which the study of apologetics rises. The idea is not that we 
be ready to say sorry that we are Christians. The Greek word understands a thoughtful argument defending our 
position. It certainly demands time considering these things. Dear ones, if someone asked you why you became a 
Christian, could you explain the gospel to them? This is the single most important questions the Christian has asked 
and that anyone can ask are these, why should I be, and how can I become a Christian? But biblically speaking the 
answer is the difference between heaven and hell.  
 
Now Peter adds this warning, that we are called to do this with gentleness and respect and with a good conscience. 
The result of which will drive appropriate shame to our adversaries. I was reminded of the movie, God’s Not Dead, 
which came out several years ago to highlight some of the animosity that Christian students experience in a secular 
environment, and to give some insight into the ways that we can give a defense for the truth. Although there were 
some things that I appreciated, there were some things that I didn’t appreciate. One of those things was the way in 
which the student yelled and argued with His teacher as he tried to defend his point of view. My friends if you are 
yelling at non-believing and irreligious people to get them to listen to the hope that lies within, they are not 
listening, and you are not honoring God.  
 
Faithful, fearless, focused, and finally the Christian is firm on one thing. What is that thing? The Christian is firm on 
the will of God. Peter says this in verse 17, it is better to suffer for the will of God for doing good, if that should be 
God’s will, that for doing evil. First, take this into consideration. If you suffer for doing evil, that is on you. Notice 
how Peter recapitulates that in 4:15, make sure you don’t suffer as a murder, or meddler, or evil doer. If you act that 
way there is no success that we are reaching for, there is no reward from God. It is just suffering for doing evil 



things. Secondly, let’s consider Peter’s theology of suffering in relationship to God. Verse 17, “It is better to suffer 
for doing good, if that is should be God’s will, than for doing evil.” The implication is that sometimes suffering is the 
will of God. It makes us consider suffering’s purpose. It also reminds us that we are engaged in a bigger dynamic of 
life than what is here before us. Paul reminds us of this in Ephesians 6:12, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” This life is exposed to the spiritual warfare which Satan seeks to 
wage against all that reflects God. It need not be a Christian context that finds the furrowed brows of Satan’s evil 
intentions. Just think of the wars that extend from one end of the globe to the other: all of them disruptive of life 
and flourishing. There are times of evil in this world that disclose that its forces are more than human. If God should 
choose to use those who bear His redemptive name upon their souls to be an instrument of defeat to Satan, we 
should rejoice, though the cost may be difficult. I send you to Job for meditation on this thought. But there are also 
times in which God’s purpose of suffering are to extend His comforting power to us, and to teach us. For Abraham 
the pain of not having the promised child and then being asked to give Isaac back was a test to Abraham that proved 
his faith and love for God. Israel was led in the direction of God to buttress them in between Pharaoh’s army and the 
Red Sea, and when they called out to God, He showed them that He was the one to whom we can ask the 
impossible on this road of obedience. It was to prove His power to them, so that they would rejoice and rest in the 
fact that He was their God, and to awaken appropriate respectful fear of Him as God. What will God do with your 
pain, dear brother or sister in Christ? Fret not, it is not lost.  
 
And so, in this consideration we must consider the kinds of acknowledgement that the Christian must make during 
times of trial. We’ve considered the actions of Christians in the midst of trial, let’s look at the acknowledgements of 
the Christian in the midst of trial. What do Christians acknowledge as fundamental truths that sustain the actions of 
the Christian? Just by brief reminder, Peter has told us what we are to Christ: elect exiles, those to whom God has 
foreknown, those who have been set apart for obedience to Jesus Christ, those who have been caused to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, those who have been given an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, and guarded in the courts of heaven, those whose faith 
can be tested by fire and result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. We are a nation of 
priests, we are a holy people, we are living stones being built up together. We are in God’s sight chosen and 
precious.  
 
But we need to make some acknowledgements about Jesus Christ. You see, there is a reason that we need not fear 
and be troubled. The word for troubles is used extensively by John the Apostle. Peter, who followed Christ with 
John, would certainly not have forgotten this lesson. It was towards the end of Christ’s ministry on the earth. The 
disciples knew very clearly that people were seeking to kill Jesus. In the midst of this time of trial Lazarus dies. 
Lazarus was a friend of Jesus. After Lazarus’ death, Jesus rises to go to see Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha, and to 
manifest the power of God through raising Lazarus from the dead. Standing near Lazarus’ tomb Jesus took notice of 
all the weeping and suffering that was taking place, and John 11:33 tells us that He was deeply moved and greatly 
troubled. The word for deeply moved has the sense of snorting and has been used to describe the manner that a 
horse snorts in anger. “Troubled” communicates distress and sorrow. It is onomatopoeic in its Greek form, 
ταράσσω tarasso. We might think that John introduces this just to underscore the pain which Jesus felt at the 
death of Lazarus. But Jesus knows what He is about to do. Jesus knows where Lazarus is, in the presence of the 
Father. There is more going on here. You see, in John 12:27 Jesus tells His disciples, “now is my soul troubled,” which 
is the same word as in John 11 and in Peter. “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 
this hour?’ But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Jesus is troubled because death 
and sin are evil. Jesus is troubled because the perfect lamb of God would have the sins of the world placed upon His 
shoulders. He is troubled because the wrath of God that must satisfy the injustice of sin would be poured out upon 
Christ so that we might experience the pouring out of His love. It is why Jesus can tell us in John 14, “Let not your 
hearts be troubled.” And then after the promise of His Holy Spirit He says again, “Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid,” (John 14:1, 16, 25, 27). We acknowledge as Christians that we are prepared for certain 
times, as Jesus was, in order to glorify the Father. We acknowledge as Christians that there is a limit to the darkness 



we will see, because Jesus has born the wrath of God for us. It is an acknowledgement that we need not be troubled 
because Jesus was troubled for us.  
 
Are you resting in Christ? If you have not repented of your sins and embraced Jesus Christ, these promises cannot be 
yours. But if you do, you can rest in the power and provision of Christ’s grace. Won’t you do that today, even right 
now where you sit? And, oh believer, Peter who is scared from his fickle and proud spirit is showing us how he found 
rest and renewal in the paths of Christian success. 
 
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.” James 1:2-4  
 
Amen 


