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Good morning. It is good to be with you again to consider the Word of God. Before we dive into our section, let me 
highlight a couple of things from a philosophy of ministry standpoint. As you know I have not spoken for several 
Sundays. Some of that was a combination of time off for Christmas and recovery from this weird thing called COVID-
19, the now infamous virus.  Sickness notwithstanding, there are several things I and the elders here feel incredibly 
responsible for here, and that is this, that the ministry of this church should not be hinged upon one person. It 
happens to often that a ministry can only function if a person is at the helm, and when God removes that person the 
ministry fails. We have here been giving he privilege of enjoying now and preparing for other generations an intact 
and healthy church, and therefore the quality and quantity of ministry should never suffer with the absence of one 
person. I think the Word of God has been handled very well these last several weeks by brothers within our ministry, 
and for this I praise the Lord. Secondly, in the hopes of seeking to establish men and women in positions of 
responsibility and service here we are underscoring that God has given gifts to the church that must be used. Finally, 
as much as I am the pastor of this church, I am a fellow member with you, and it is good for my soul to receive the 
Word of God as you do every Sunday. We all need to be preached to. You need to fear and reject any leader that 
does not seek to be convicted and comforted by the Word of God proclaimed. 
 
We are drawn again to the little epistle that has captured our attention these last several months. Since we have 
been so long in getting back to our study, let’s take a moment to acquire our bearings. Have you ever woken up 
from sleep only to find yourself wondering where you are? It happens to me quite regularly if I’m not sleeping in my 
bed. It’s almost a panicky feeling until your mind finally wakes up enough to remind you where you are. Here is my 
attempt at waking up our minds again to this little epistle. 
 
1st Peter is an epistle that gives us a paradigm for the Christian life in the face of suffering. Suffering is not something 
that is foreign to the Christian life, and suffering is not something to be avoided if it is the consequence of doing 
what is right and honorable in the Christian life. What should also be expected is the blessing that comes from God 
for faithfulness through Jesus Christ, and what should be expected is a Christian community that allows us a place of 
respite at all times, especially in the midst of times of trial. Now lest you think that this seems a bit disconnected 
from our current state of affairs given the tensions and divide in our nation, let me remind you that this epistle is 
written to the church while the emperor Nero ruled Rome. In giving us the perspective that Peter does here, he 
gives us a path to follow and succeed as Christians in the most chaotic times. If this epistle is applicable during times 
of rule like that of Nero, certainly it is applicable to us in the divide in which our nation finds itself today. 
 
The early church father and Roman citizen Tertullian, speaking of Nero, said, “Anyone who knows him can 
understand that nothing would have been condemned by Nero unless it were supremely good.” (Eusebius The 
Church History, 85) 
 
Eusebius, who is called the father of church history (260-339), writes this of Nero, “Many have accurately recorded 
the facts about him, and from them any who wish may study his perverse and degenerate madness, which led him 
to destroy innumerable lives and finally to such indiscriminate murder that he did not spare even his nearest and 
dearest.” [(pg 84/85) Eusebius of Caesarea, The Church History, trans. Paul L. Maier (Grand Rapids: Kregel 
Publications, 1999), 84-85.] 
 
It is in this context that Peter calls us to faithfulness in action and speech. It is in this context that Peter reminds us 
that rulers and authorities are established by God, and that we are to be subject to every human institution for the 
Lord’s sake. We are not called to disobey the Lord if a ruler commands us to do evil, but apart from that our 
Christian calling demands that we are to be submissive and honorable citizens. Christians participating in the chaos 
of riots throughout the last year, whether it was in favor of agendas of the more left leaning, or of the more right 
leaning, need to repent of ignoring God’s clear commands through Peter. Please hear me, regardless of the people 
who govern, regardless of the citizenry we bear on this earth, we are Christians first at all times. We have been 
saved by the precious blood of Christ and have peace with God because the wall of hostility which stood between us 



and God has been removed by the cross of Christ. Our singular purpose is to serve Him now by faithfully sharing His 
person and message in our speech and action! 
 
To challenge his readers on this further, Peter says in his second epistle that the Lord was going to return and judge 
the earth. All that is will be destroyed in judgment so that He might create a new heaven and new earth. He then 
adds this admonishment in his second epistle, 2 Peter 3:11-12a, “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, 
what sort of people out you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 
of God…?” What we have displayed in the Christian church for a long time in this nation within the realm of politics 
has been terribly ignorant of these mandates from Peter, and I believe we will see the depth of this sin as we 
consider our text.  
 
In this text we are reminded that God promises His blessings to us in this life when we are faithful to fulfill our 
responsibilities as they are detailed. There are future blessings that will come because of faithfulness, future 
rewards, if you will, but Peter is saying that God will give blessing to His people now if they are faithful. 
 
.I. Let’s recap the verse that began this section, and that is verse 8. Unity of mind. We saw that this was harmony, 
harmony on the Christian essentials, and in mutual affection. It means that dissonance towards Christlikeness is sin 
and it means that harmony demands community (i.e. singing: one person cannot sing all the notes at one time). A 
willfully isolated Christian is a Christian in sin, and that sin will lead to greater sin.  
 
Peter also mentioned that we are to have sympathy. Sympathy means feeling life with those who are God’s people. 
We took some pains to underscore that and I encourage you to go back and review that information for your own 
development. Next, Peter commands brotherly love. Brotherly love ultimately means that we are to have 
philanthropic affection towards one another. Paul says it like this, that we are to “outdo one another in showing 
honor.” The exhortation continues with this, that we are to be tender hearted. Tender hearted means that we are to 
be compassionate. If you remember we had some fun with this exhortation as it literally means to have “healthy 
intestines.” The common language for this would be that our gut reaction needs to be Christlike affection towards 
others, especially towards other Christians. Finally, we are to be humble in mind. This word translated to have a 
humble mind means to be approachable and is interchangeable with being friendly. It demands that we have not a 
disposition that is superior towards others. 
 
This content, along with that verses that we will look at now, led one commentator to conclude, “The Christian 
community is to be an alternate society where believers should not have to face the same kinds of insult and 
hostility that come from those outside the church.” Karen Jobes, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New 
Testament: 1 Peter (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005), 214.)  
 
Have you been guilty of insulting language towards God people? Have you cut other Christians down recently over 
disagreements about their political perspectives? That is sin. It is not that character of a Christian and it brings 
division to the Christian church in sheer disregard to the unity that God demands of His church. But remember that 
God challenges us on our sin so that He might restore us to faithfulness and bless us. Peter is telling us the means of 
blessing that we can receive in heaven and now! 
 
.II. Seeking God’s blessing, verse 9-12. Remember verse 8 begins with a focused exhortation for every Christian, 
“finally, all of you!” Peter has addressed our individual status and responsibility before God in chapters 1 and 2, as 
well as our civic and familial responsibilities. Now he focuses on the individual in Christian society – how we interact 
together as God’s people made so through Jesus Christ.  
 
What are we all to do as seen in verse 9? We are not to repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling. We are not to repay 
bad actions towards us with bad actions towards others. This extends not just to action done against us, but we are 
not to repay bad speech with bad speech.  
 



There are a few of this that are important here. First of all, consider the power of the tongue. It is something that is 
used to curse or bless. We are called in this section to bless rather than curse. The penultimate example is obviously 
Jesus Christ on the cross as He cried out, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” He hung naked and 
shredded on the cross and He covered his abusers and fickle and absent disciples with a prayer of forgiveness.  
 
The tongue is a dangerous instrument. It gives vent to what is really in our hearts, my friends. Think of James’ 
exhortation: 
 
James 2:26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s 
religion is worthless. 
 
James 3:6 The tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the 
whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 
 
 
Secondly, the natural experience of Christianity in this world. The Christian life is not insulated from tribulation, my 
friends. It is, after all, the “Christ-ian” life. Jesus himself said this, John 15:20“Remember the word that I said to you: 
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my words, 
they will also keep yours.” Paul says in Colossians 1:24, “Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh 
I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.” It is not that Christ’s 
suffering for salvation was insufficient, it is that while Christ’s work of consummation continues, His people are 
given the privilege of identifying with Jesus and bearing reproach BECAUSE of His name.  
 
Thirdly, it is not enough for the Christian to restrain retaliatory action. The Christian is to set a guard on his or her 
lips so that we do not speak evil of those who have spoken evil of us. And we are called to a different action. “On the 
contrary,” says Peter, “bless, for to this you were called.” As much as the Christian calling is to be drawn into 
relationship with God, as we see in chapters 1 and 2, it is also to manifest the disposition of Christ towards those 
who despise Him and us for being like Him. You and I are not acting like Christians when with action, and or speech, 
we cut others down. Peter adds that the motivation for faithfulness is that God is watching the Christian and non-
Christian. It is not just that He is watching. God is actively working for or against a person depending on their 
responses in these situations. That is the implication of 3:10-12. 
 
Given that we have been in a very tumultuous season, I need to ask this question. What does your speech say about 
God’s disposition towards you right now? What does your speech and what do your actions communicate to you 
regarding God’s stance toward you? “A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back,” say the 
book of Proverbs, (29:11) As a pastor I have been terribly grieved over how Christians have treated one another over 
this arena of political tension and disagreement. But you need not worry about me being grieved, it is God you need 
to worry about. “He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken beyond healing,” says the 
Lord, (Proverbs 29:1) 
 
No Christian community can move forward in true biblical faithfulness if its actions and speech towards one 
another are like the world. Now the promise from God, as we will see in later messages, is that vengeance is for 
Him, and He will repay the evil done to His children. The promises from God are that when we act as He commands, 
in these dispositions of mercy and grace, He will bless us now, and when we come into His presence in heaven. Oh, 
dear friends, do you see how Christianity is so different from the world? It is not democrat, republican, independent, 
or in the structures I grew up in, progressive conservative, or liberal, or NDP, or Québécois. These are all repackaged 
takes on the same perspectives of governance. True Christianity is another way completely. It is the way of absolute 
dependance upon God. It is the way that declares with Paul, 2 Corinthians 10:4–6 4 For the weapons of our warfare 
are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion 
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish every 
disobedience, when your obedience is complete.  



 
Do you take your Christian life seriously? Are you truly appreciative that Jesus Christ died and rose again to pay the 
penalty of your sin and give you hope of eternal life? If you are, then Peter’s teaching is a call to renounce the ways 
of man regarding how to interact in secular society, and in the society of God’s people. Let us begin this year with a 
renewed urgency to be faithful Christians in an American culture, not Americans who happen to be Christian in an 
American culture, then we will see the power and provision of God’s transforming work! 
 
Amen 


