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Good morning, and merry Christmas. We are celebrating the birth of Jesus in a couple of days, and this is the last 
Sunday before Christmas. Birth stories are always amazing, aren’t they? There isn’t a parent alive who doesn’t have 
the experience etched in their minds and hearts, each according to the role that God has mantled them with. I can 
imagine the questions that must have been asked of Mary and Joseph, and especially Mary after the crucifixion and 
then resurrection of Jesus. Tell us what it was like to be Jesus’ mom. What was it like when the angel came? The text 
is rather brief on these points, it is summed up really with fear and amazement. But the details just aren’t there like 
we would like them to be. Perhaps we will hear those stories in heaven one day. But there is a little tag sticking up 
on this narrative that I want to pick at a bit. Have you ever been driven crazy because there is a little piece of tape or 
thread sticking up on something near you and you can’t rest until you pull it? Well, the little tag I want to pull is this, 
one simple phrase that the angel recounts to Joseph and Mary in differing ways, and that is that Jesus will save His 
people from their sins. To get there lets walk through our passage and gather some information. 
 
.I. Gathering information. Matthew tells us that a woman named Mary was engaged to a man named Joseph. 
However, before the actual marriage ceremony, Joseph finds out that Mary was pregnant. Matthew is going to tell 
us the details of that event, but before he gets there, he wants to make sure that everyone understands something, 
that is that God had created this conception, and that in a manner that hearkens back to the creation of the world. 
You will remember that Genesis 1:1-2 tells us that God created the heavens and the earth, and the Spirit of God was 
over the unformed mass. In the Old Testament we are told of the Spirit’s presence over the birth of the nation of 
Israel as a nation, and in the birth of God followers, Ezekiel 39:29, Malachi 2:15. Before the details of the birth of 
Christ are revealed, Matthew wants to make very clear that the conception that Mary displayed was miraculous, and 
that in a way different from the teaching of Greek mythology, that the gods proliferated with man. That is not what 
is taking place here. Notice how this is displayed in the text, “before they came together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit.” That phrase helps us pull from all other ways God created, as we have already noted. 
 
From a Spirit created being we move to a Spirit lead announcement. Matthew moves artfully from telling us that 
Mary and Joseph were engaged, and that Mary was expecting because the Holy Spirit had created that life in her, to 
now telling us how Joseph found out and what Joseph was thinking about doing. The text tells us that Mary was 
found to be with child. We probably don’t have to think too hard on this, but essentially, Mary started showing her 
pregnancy and Joseph found out. Now he has a decision to make. It has gotten out that she is pregnant. He knows 
that he is not the father. It is best to just walk away and not bring any more attention to this then necessary. The 
text tells us that Joseph was thinking about divorcing her quietly because he was a just man. Much can be said here, 
but here are two things that are important to keep in mind here. The first is that engagement was a bit different 
than it is for us. It seems that in that time engagement was the legal act of marriage, and the celebration and 
consummation was the covenantal seal of marriage. The only way out for Joseph at this point is to actually submit 
divorce papers. Secondly, it is said that Joseph was a righteous man and did not want to put Mary to shame. There is 
such a display of kindness and mercy here. You see, Joseph was not interested in adding more difficulty to Mary 
than she was already facing, nor of bringing more attention to their pain. Certainly, our relationships would be fuller 
this year if we practiced this spirit with one another. 
 
Matthew told us that as Joseph considered these things, he had the encounter with an angel of the Lord. We are not 
told how long Joseph pondered these things. Further, God chose to let this playout for Joseph before He sent the 
angel. Call it freedom of culpability, call it a test of Joseph’s character, whatever the purposes for God not sending 
the angel to Joseph before it was clear that Mary was pregnant, we shall not know this side of heaven. We do know 
that character is formed and proven in the storm, not when there are times of ease. Joseph’s character is on full 
display. 
 
 
 
 



The information we are gathering here tells is that Jesus was a Spirit created being. We know that the Son of God 
that took upon Himself humanity is Himself eternal, that comes out later in our understanding of Old and New 
Testament Texts, and Jesus’ own confessions, like telling everyone that before Abraham was “I am.” Spirit created 
being to Spirit led announcement, to faithfulness to the Spirit’s leading.  
 
Joseph is faithful to God’s call upon his life. If you question God’s sovereignty over your life as a Christian, you are 
really going to struggle with these passages. Bring to your memory what you know from Luke’s account. There we 
see that there is no person surrounding the birth of Christ that rejects God’s plan. He commanded and they did it. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth had not choice. Some might raise Zechariah’s failure, but remember that Zechariah never 
rejected God’s authority to command his life, he just disbelieved the promise. John the Baptist didn’t have a choice. 
He was filled with the Holy Spirit from birth. Mary and Joseph will have the privilege of raising Jesus Christ, but they 
didn’t baulk at God’s plan as soon as it was revealed to them, even when told that it would means a piercing soul 
through Mary’s heart, Luke 3:35. There is a higher law at work here than we want to acknowledge as people, and 
that is that God’s goodness can be displayed in the order that He chooses. His goodness is not limited to our will and 
will not surrender to our will. And what we see in the lives of those whom He lavished His goodness on in choosing 
them for tasks and saving them is that they were very happy God did so. To be sure, all those upon whom He 
lavishes His goodness are brought through the means of Christ’s redemptive work and no other. The point is that 
God is sovereign, and His goodness can be lavished upon whom He wills without violating our free will, because His 
goodness, indeed the fulness of His character is the primary cause of all that is good, and to which we must submit. 
 
If you are a true Christian, you have already submitted to God’s sovereign control over your life, not just your soul. 
Please receive this challenge as an appeal to repentance, not a statement demeaning you. If you look at your life 
and determine that you say you’ve repented of your sins and believed on Jesus Christ for eternal life, and then do 
whatever you want to do with your life, you are not a Christian. A true Christian submits to God’s direction in all 
aspects of life, even though there may be a struggle in our soul over it. Further, we must be careful to remember 
that disobeying God in His calling upon our lives is as much a disobedience as the obvious sins, like drunkenness, and 
sexual expression outside of biblical marriage, and dishonesty. There are many callings in the Christian life. This 
Christmas surrender to the calling that you know God has placed upon you, just like Mary and Joseph did. It will be 
life to you, though it may be hard. 
 
So, God sends an angel to Joseph to encourage him and direct him. Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. God 
has created this life in her. She will bear a son. The son’s name will be Jesus, for He will save His people from their 
sins. The path is clarified for Joseph. The honor is immeasurable. They will not only raise Jesus, but they will 
participate in the path to fulfilling the most significant need of humanity. 
 
All of that information, and indeed much more, surrounds the purpose for Christ’s life that is mentioned to Joseph, 
and Mary in differing ways. Jesus is here to save His people from their sins. So, we move from gathering information 
to considering the primary mantle of responsibility that Jesus the man was created for. To take away the sins of His 
people. 
 
.II. The primary responsibility of Christ. 
 
It is first underscores in His name. Jesus comes from the Hebrew for Joshua and means salvation. Jesus came to 
save. He saves us from sin, which biblically speaking saves us from the judgement of God for sin and places us in 
relationship with God for eternity.  
 
Let’s consider, secondly, this idea of His people.  Joseph is told that Jesus will save His people from their sins. Then 
we see in Jesus’ life that He satisfies the promise that the gentiles will find life in Him. That being said, the life of 
Christ distinguishes sin as the primary problem for mankind. John 3:16, God loved the World and therefore gave His 
Son. He has come to deliver His people from sin. It is applicable to all people but it doesn’t mean that all will be 
saved. We have to be identified with His people. John clarifies his by teaching us that people become the children of 



God by the will of God as seen in repentance and belief in His name. “For all who did receive him, who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God,” John 1:12-13. Essentially it is this, there is no salvation from sin for anyone who is 
not part of the family of God. We are made part of God’s family through receiving the provisions of life that only 
Jesus could make. He died on the cross for our sins. If we reject His provision of salvation, there is nowhere else to 
find entrance into His family. 
 
We have highlighted the two major points of the coming of Christ. Jesus is concerned solely about saving from sin, 
that is first. And Jesus’s salvation from sin is only experienced by those who are His. There is no universal salvation 
of all souls except for the really, really bad ones.  
 
But let’s ask a question. Is sin really a thing, and if it is, is it really something that important? Well, the way Christians 
have been disengaged from our mission of gospel during the pandemic and the election seems to indicate that 
salvation from sin is the important message so long as the times are not dangerous, and the right people are in 
power. We just happen to forget that Jesus was born during Roman occupation, that the church lived in constant 
threat to the point that a theology of suffering filled the pages of the letters given to the church, and that God’s 
people are called to faithfulness regardless of the implications, so get married, Joseph. How can we expect people 
outside of Christianity see that sin is really a big deal when we negotiate how much faithfulness we will display in 
our Christian mission? God won’t mind if I do this. I will just repent of this later. God made me this way, it’s his fault 
if he didn’t want me to act this way. These are all ways we give passes to ourselves to make room for our sin. 
 
But again, is sin really a thing? Whether or not it is categorized as such, for the non-Christian world it is seen in that 
there are varying degrees of consequences for certain things. We have a judicial system because people don’t just 
do stupid and ignorant things, people do evil things. We have a military because evil is not just expressed in our own 
nation, it is expressed towards our nation by other nations. We have locks on our doors, software on our computers, 
alarms on our cars, and classes for self-defense because we really believe that there is such a thing as sin. Sin is the 
biblical explanation for the problem of evil in the world. Evil does exist, however much some people would have 
you believe that evil is a construct of society. The #metoo movement can’t be talked away as some ladies being a 
little too puritanical with their bodies. The victims that gave birth to the #metoo movement experienced evil that is 
real, at the hands of evil people that are real. I know that the problem of evil raises hard questions within the 
Christian framework, but ultimately the bible not only declares that God is working against evil. He sent His Son to 
deal with evil. Further, there is no framework for understanding real evil outside of a framework that understands 
the existence of God. Without that all we can say is that there is no evil, and bad is just what society makes it. If you 
believe that, then the next time you are really sinned against in some very difficult way, just shrug it off as life. I 
guarantee it will wreak havoc in your soul until you recognize that it was evil and it is right to seek justice. 
Christianity really does have an answer for why evil exists and how God is engaged in the world to destroy it. 
 
Now, lest some wonder if it is too little too late, let me just say this. The promise of salvation because of sin, which is 
the biblical word encompassing the existence of evil, was given the same day Adam and Eve sinned. Someone will 
come who will crush Satan’s head, who is the author of evil, and deliver you. God then raises up person after person 
to underscore the promises and order of God that protect us from evil expression on this earth and give us hope of 
ultimate deliverance from the evil we can’t fight back against like sickness, and natural catastrophe. God promises 
the creation of a new heaven and new earth that will not have these things in them. Jesus is the means of that 
satisfaction. Further, we cannot implicate God when people refuse to fulfill their responsibility and occasion harm to 
others. A father that refuses to protect His family is not God’s fault. It is that father’s fault. A mother that refuses to 
nurture and care for her children is not God’s fault, it is the mother’s fault.  
 
Please here me. Jesus comes because we are not only incapable of delivering ourselves, but we are incapable of 
fulfilling our responsibilities as we should. And if we reject Jesus, where does that leave us? Right back in the same 
mess of not having anything to deal with sin that we know is there. You see, sin is an issue of the heart before it is an 



issue in society. And that is the beauty of Christ’s mission, He will change us to the core of our beings so that we 
really can be called God’s children. 
 
Oh, dear friends, what greater gift to open than to unwrap the free gift of salvation from your sins by believing in 
Jesus as your savior from sins? And if you will allow this illustration, what greater encouragement of the soul than to 
see our names in the list of the family of God. It’s like we have our own stocking on the mantle of God’s family, 
because through Christ it is there that we belong. 
 
You shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sin! 
 
 
Amen 


