
It is good to be with you this morning and while it’s been a while, I’m going to get back to a 
sermon series on Mark that I started a while back. The book of Mark is quick and to the point. 
Throughout, it answers 3 specific questions: 

1. Who is Jesus? 
2. Why did Jesus come?  
3. What does it mean to follow Jesus? 

 
Mark doesn’t make as many editorial comments as Luke would make, he doesn’t record the 
lengthy teachings of Christ as Matthew does. Marks has a Roman audience in mind and so he 
puts the person of Jesus out front until it’s impossible to remain neutral. Mark’s writing forces 
you to respond to who Jesus is and what he’s done. There’s no staying neutral. 
 
Well, today as we read, we’ll be in Mark 1 looking at the temptation of Christ. This biblical 
account is fairly well known, even among Hollywood as we’ve seen this portrayed on the big 
screen time after time. In 2015 Ewan McGregor made a film in Sundance where he plays both 
Jesus and Satan. Interesting fact, that makes actor to have ever played Jesus, Satan, & Obi Wan 
Kanobi…which is pretty fantastic there…so… 
 
It can be humbling or even embarrassing to admit but the reality that we’re all susceptible to 
temptation. You were susceptible this week. Now, they may be different things but we’re all 
susceptible to temptation in some location, some situation, some relationship. And because of 
that, this passage that we’re going to look at, however brief, is a particular comfort.  
 
Let me read the verses again from Mark, chapter 1, verses 12 and 13:  
 
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty 
days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were 
ministering to him.   
 
So starting out we see that: “The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.”  
 
Understand that Christ did not decide that it would be a great day to go take a hike in the woods, 
nor was He lured into a trap by Satan. Mark is very careful to remind us that it was the Spirit of 
God that led Christ into the wilderness to be tempted.  
 
Now here's what that means.  
This was part of God's plan.  
 
We watched Oceans 11 the other night and you watch the main guy plot to rob 3 casinos and win 
the love of his wife back all in the same night…I mean, that’s a sound plan, right!?!?! 
Throughout the film, you watch situation after situation occur that looks bad for their objective 
when at the end, you realize it was all part of the plan and while. 
 
We see what the Spirit is doing in this passage and we need to understand that sending Christ out 
into the wilderness is not an interruption of the plan; this is part of the plan. Christ is being lead 
to face the enemy on our behalf.  



Now, in order to appreciate the gravity of this, let’s back all the way up to Adam in the book of 
Genesis. Adam from all the way back in Genesis is given the title “the first Adam”…he was our 
representative.  
The first Adam stood where we would stand, he faced the evil lies of the tempter; and he 
believed those lies, and he stepped outside of God's boundaries, disobeyed God's rules.  
He chose autonomy and self-sufficiency; he chose the possibility that maybe he could live 
independent of God.  
 
And Romans says, “For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners” With 
Adam’s terrible choice, sin entered the world, and all of us are born in sin, and all of us have that 
susceptibility to temptation; all of us desire autonomy; all of us desire self-sufficiency; all of us 
want the position of God. We’re all like Adam.  
 
And so what’s necessary is that God would send Jesus as the second Adam.  
So we see this being played out back in Mark chapter 1 when Jesus faces the same tempter, and 
He's doing that for us.  
 
This is Jesus as our substitute. And it was very important that before Christ faced His public 
ministry, that He would first face the enemy of that ministry.  
 
Matthew says, “If you’re going to enter the house of a strong man and take his stuff, you have to 
first bind him up.” And so Christ faced the enemy, and demonstrates His power;  
In doing this, & through His sacrifice, we have that same power to say, “No!” to temptation.  
This is all because we find that power in Him.  
 
We are empowered by His grace & that grace is operating on our behalf in this moment. 
 
Look at the words there; they are all very precise. “The Spirit immediately drove him out in the 
wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan.”  
Now, if you’ve got your Old Testament thinking cap on you’ll notice a reference Mark is making 
to Israel and their time in the wilderness.  
 
Think about the people of God in the wilderness. It really is pretty shocking because they've 
experienced amazing redemption through the plagues, to the parting of the red sea, and many 
other signs and wonders, it might lead you to believe that in the heart of every Israelite, there 
would be this thought, “This is God and God alone, and we will serve him without question 
forever!” You would think.  
 
But it doesn't take very long. If you want to flip to Exodus 32 (or I’ll have it on the screen) we’ll 
see that what happens here is shocking. God, as an act of grace, having rescued his people from 
Egypt, is now going to give them His law.  
 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered 
themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for 
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.” (Exodus 32: 1)  



What's the problem? Really, what's the issue that leads to this outrageous idolatry? Schedule! 
Moses is gone longer than they think he should be gone; they say, “We don't know what's 
happened to him.”  
 
And so, what's the obvious next step? “Let's make gods for us.” I mean, that's how powerful our 
temptation to idolatry is! It doesn't take much for our hearts to run after a replacement for God.  
 
Brother & Sister, I don’t want to ruin your day with hard realities, but we are susceptible to 
temptation. Own the fact that that heart is in you.  
Do you know what the New Testament says? “These things were written for our example and 
our instruction so that we would not fall as these people have fallen.” (1st Corinthians 10:11-12) 
These are people just like us.  
 
Now think of Aaron. Aaron is one of God's leaders. You would think Aaron would say, “Never! 
There is one true God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God who led us out of Egypt! I 
will not do this thing?” What does Aaron say?  
 
‘Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and 
bring them to me.’ So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in the ears and brought 
them to Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool 
and made a golden calf. And they said, (Listen to this!) ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ (Exodus 32:2-4)  
 
This is BANANAS! We do the same. We give to our idols the credit that only God deserves.  
 
When Moses comes down, and you would think, at that point as he approaches Aaron, that 
Aaron would be honest. Aaron says, “This is not my fault. This amazing thing happened. I threw 
that gold in the fire and out came this calf.” 
 
How quickly we excuse our rebellion. How quickly we recast our idolatry! This is why we so 
desperately need Jesus to stand victoriously in our place. 
 
Listen, your hope is not in your knowledge/strength/wisdom.  
Your hope is not in your long years of walking with the Lord.  
Your hope is Jesus, who has won the victory for you and empowers you to live in that victory!  
 
Here's the picture; Christ, for those forty days, is standing in our place, and He's receiving the 
full force of what it means to live in this fallen world. That's what it means when it says in 
Hebrews 4:15  “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin”  
 
Understand the weight of this. That in this moment in the wilderness Christ is shouldering the 
full range of this fallen world. All the aloneness, the alienation, all the direct temptations of the 
enemy, and all the dangers of a broken world…Christ is shouldering for us. It's not just a couple 
moments of temptation; it's forty days where Christ stands in our place, defeating the enemy on 
our behalf.  



Finally in this morning’s passage we see it says, “And the angels were ministering to Him.”  
 
God honors the obedience of the Son, and He sends His messengers to bring aid and comfort to 
the Lamb.  
 
Now, as we work through this passage, there’s something very important happening. At this 
moment as Christ is in the wilderness, all the hopes of humanity are resting on his shoulders; 
because if Christ gives in, if He succumbs to temptation in thought or desire or word or action 
for just one second in those forty days, our hope of redemption is over because if that happens, 
He cannot go to the cross as the perfect Lamb of God! These are the highest of stakes! 
 
Yet, in this moment, Jesus demonstrates that there is nothing that Satan is able to throw at Him 
that’s going to cause Him to turn from the Father’s will;  
there's hope for us; we will be redeemed!  
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
So how are you doing with temptation? Do you live like you have no power? Do you give 
yourself to arguments that make wrong look right, trying to recast what you have done to make it 
more acceptable to your conscience? Do you live proudly, falling into believing that you're not 
susceptible in ways that you actually are?  
 
Dr. Russell Moore wrote a book called Tempted & Tried and I would certainly commend this 
resource to your personal library. In one of the chapters in that book, Dr. Moore has a subtitle: 
“You are on the verge of wrecking your life, especially if you don’t know it.” And that is true. 
And he uses a rather descriptive illustration of cows being led to the slaughter. But he writes.  
 
“For a long time, cattle workers would forcefully push and prod cows into the slaughter house. 
For good reason, the cows would resist and the whole operation would be extremely difficult to 
carry out until one specific scientist came along and said, ‘No, no, no. The way to slaughter cows 
is to make them feel like everything is great as they enter into the slaughterhouse. Keep the 
scenery the same as it is in the most peaceful moments in the cow’s life.’  
“The scientist began to experiment, not with prodding cows off a truck, but by leading them 
quietly onto a ramp, where they walk through a squeeze shoot—a gentle pressure device 
designed to mimic a mother’s nuzzling touch. Then the cattle continue down the ramp onto a 
smoothly curbing path. No sudden turns. A path designed to give the cows a sense that they are 
going home. And as they mosey along the path, they don’t even notice then their hooves are no 
longer touching the ground. A conveyor belt slowly, gradually lifts them upward and then, in the 
twinkling of an eye, a blunt instrument levels a surgical strike right between their eyes. They’re 
transitioned from livestock to meat and they’re never aware enough to even be alarmed by any of 
it.”  
And I share that to make as clear as possible to you, that there are forces in play at this very 
moment that are working to lure you to a place that you should not be. To use Russell Moore’s 
warning, “you are on the verge of wrecking your life, especially if you don’t know it.” Please 
understand this truth. Please, be aware that one wrong look, one inappropriate meeting, one rash 
decision, one fleeting moment could wreak spiritual havoc on your life, your family, this church, 
and bring untold disgrace on your God.  
 



That being said, Jesus is the good news! This passage is for you because the Redeemer has 
come. He has faced temptation for you. In Him, there is forgiveness; but in Him, there's even 
more; there's power to say, “No!”  
 
Are you living in that power? Are you living in the grace of Jesus Christ? In those moments 
when you're being mistreated, and in those moments when the lies of the enemy is so strong, in 
those moments when your eyes see things and your heart begins to move toward those things, in 
moments when your thoughts begin to run away, in moments of jealousy or anger or doubt--do 
you rise and say, “My Messiah has defeated the enemy on my behalf”?  
Will stand and say, ‘No!’” and flee from what you know you shouldn’t be around?  
 
Jesus bore the full force of the sin and temptation of a fallen world so that we would have 
forgiveness, and we would have power. My prayer is that we would rest in that forgiveness, and 
that we would boldly exercise that power in our daily lives!  
 
Pray 


