
Colossians 1.11-14 A Spirit of Giving Thanks WWC 11.22.20 
Good morning, the Lord bless you and give you peace. This morning I want to focus our attention on the holiday that 
we will celebrate this week, that of Thanksgiving. Though this may seem like a significant shift from our study in 
Peter, I think we will see together that this passage is to Peter’s writing what a glove is to a hand, or a wheel to a 
bicycle. The Word of God certainly flows together, but there are somethings that are intertwined such that they 
really are not understood without the other. What is a glove for if hands didn’t exist? What is a bicycle for if there is 
no such thing as a wheel? So is the relationship between a spirit of gratitude to the Christian life and the knowledge 
of who we are in Christ, and by consequence then, how we act as Christians.  
 
Let’s begin, then, by briefly overviewing our chapter 1 as it leads to our text, then I want to consider our text 
specifically in reference to thanksgiving, and then I think we will see how it connects with what we have been 
studying in Peter. 
 
First, a brief overview of Colossians 1:1-14. Colossians in general is an epistle concerned about teaching us what we 
have in Christ. There are not layers to our Christian life that must be created and experienced through some special 
mystical knowledge and experience. We grow in our knowledge of God with whom we have been granted access 
and relationship through Christ. We read in 1:9 a prayer that God’s people be filled with an understanding of God’s 
will by, 1:10, increasing in the knowledge of God and being found obedient to that in all aspects of our lives.  
 
It really gives us the sense that the Christian life is to be seen more like a body with all the parts that are necessary 
for living correctly. The difference on this side of heaven is that we are in different stages of maturity. The Colossian 
believers were in a context in which one of the great influences upon their culture at the time was a philosophy 
called Gnosticism. Gnosticism comes from the Greek word we considered last week which is gnosis. It means to 
know or to apprehend. As a philosophy it put a lot of emphasis on mystical understanding and deeper knowledge 
that was not readily available for people. As it affected Christianity it rejected that we have been given everything we 
need to serve the Lord. We should notice, then, how much emphasis Paul puts on the knowledge that comes from 
God that can be apprehended through Christ Jesus who has made us His own. Jesus Christ knew our humility, 
brokenness, and sin, so that we could know in Him the riches of heaven and the fulness of God, WHICH ARE 
ALREADY OURS. We are waiting the final stage of our relationship, going home to enjoy God forever.  
 
Perhaps an illustration within our realm that may help apprehend the way the Bible teaches us what we have in 
Jesus. If we were to study a baby with our technology and make notes of the neurological and physiological 
structure, or what we might call hardwiring, and then we were to study an adult of the same gender as the baby, 
what would we see? The only difference if everyone is healthy is the level of maturity or development the adult has. 
The baby has everything necessary neurologically and physiologically that the adult has. The child is just not as 
strong and developed. The child doesn’t need new parts, or more parts, to become more human. So, it is with the 
Christian life. We don’t need new parts, or new experiences to become more Christian! That was the root of error 
that was poisoning the church and robbing it of the joy of resting in what God had done and in seeking to mature in 
Christ. It is still the error of any church that teaches that to become more Christian God has to do some more 
spiritual work, like another spiritual baptism, and another giving of spiritual gifts typically seen in the scriptures as 
sign gifts. As we trace our path to contemplating thanksgiving, we must understand that Part of the reason we can 
give thanks is that we have been given all things when we are given Christ. There is no greater experience, no 
greater manifestation of existence, than to be one in whom Christ abides. Christ in us is the hope of glory, 1:27.  
 
Our responsibility, then, is to walk in light of Christ’s presence and thereby be found mature in Him, 1:10, 28. If you 
are a Christian, you don’t need anything more from God. We have God. Peter reminds us that we are being built up 
as a spiritual house. Paul says that we are temples of the living God. Jesus tells the disciples that we will be in Him as 
He is in the Father, and then He fulfills that by sending His Holy Spirit. The greatest lie of Satan that is repackaged 
through the ages is that God is holding something back from us. If He has given us Himself when we come to faith 
through repentance from sin, what more is there to give? There is no one higher! There is no one greater! There is 



no one wiser. Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the fist and the last, the beginning and the end, the author and 
perfector of our faith; Jesus Christ the hope of glory. He to whom angels bow, He to whom the Father works to 
submit all things, He it is the lives in you. He it is that promises to bring us into His presences so that we will see with 
our eyes what our faith awaits, the glorious light of God in the face of Jesus Christ! You need nothing else, believer. 
Christ is the living water which satisfies the soul. He is the bread of life which nourishes the Spirit. And He is your 
Savior who bears you in the palm of His hand as a gift from His Father.  
 
Now all of this is the sense of the entire epistle of the Colossians. In the midst of proving this Paul reveals a prayer 
that He prays for the Colossian believers to help them in this walk. Essentially the prayer is that they may be 
completely dependent upon what is available to them as Christians.  
 
Let’s consider, then, the content of verse 11-13. Borrowing from verse 9-10, Paul is praying that they might seek 
the knowledge of God’s will and in the knowledge of who God is. He then petitions that God would allow them to 
experience the strength and power of God. Paul uses two words to talk about God’s power. First is the noun 
dunamei, comes from dunamis. It is the word from which we derive our word for dynamite. This is used in scripture 
as power of might. The next word for power has the same derivative as dunamis but it is a little more nuanced as 
Paul gives it to us as a participle. The Greek reads, with all dunamei dunamoumenoi, with all power being powered; 
translated in the ESV, with all strengthened with all power. Listen, God is the fuel of our faithfulness. The more we 
look to God and rest in Him through the means He has provided, His Word, His worship, His people, His walk, and 
especially His Son, the more faithful we will be. 
 
But this is possible only through the power of His glory, the kratos of His glory. It is a word for power that describes 
“resident strength” and “intensity in might” (BDAG, Logos). God is the fuel of our faithfulness and God is the source 
of all that is and was in its holy and perfect inception. He is the primary cause of life and sustainment of life. This 
is why, I believe, that Paul moves to the next three verses as he does. 
 
Verse 15-17 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things were 
created through him and for him, and he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” Resident POWER. 
And that resident power of God dwells in every Christian because God dwells in us. 
 
Why are we strengthened? We are strengthened to have endurance and patience and joy. Endurance and patience 
comprehend a struggle. Now it may not look like it but believe it or not a long time ago I ran track, all short 
distances. I had enough speed to be competitive, but never enough to win the big races. Here is why I ran the short 
distances. I hated the pain of long-distance running. I was a strong runner but couldn’t get my mind around the pain. 
Endurance demands strength externally and internally. God gives both to the Christian. But it demands patience. We 
wait on God to work. Is this not the example of scripture? Adam and Eve are promised a Son who would fix their 
mess, but that Son wasn’t seen until the fulness of time was complete and God sent His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem men that were under the law. Abraham was promised land, but that promise was for His 
ancestors. Joseph had visions of usefulness and authority, but he had to live as a slave and bear the stench and 
desperation of a prison first. Moses was 80 before he was used by God. The children of Israel had to wait for God to 
provide water and food. The Church is promised the earth and the establishment of true justice and equity, not the 
way this world sees it, but we wait for it in the midst of persecution and suffering as we seek to do God’s will. God is 
no less God because He makes us wait. Rather, we see the power of God because only those with God’s power 
would stay committed when the storm clouds on the horizon of life fill the sky with darkness. 
 
In the midst of this, verse 12, we give thanks.  Why do we give thanks? We give thanks because something had to 
happen to us in order for us to be found in Christ, in order for us to be made part of Christ’s glorious Church of, 
which He is head. Something had to happen for us to be able to sustain what endurance and patience demand and 
still have joy such that I give thanks to God for all that comes from His hand! 
 



What happened? Notice verse 12. First God the Father had to qualify us. The word, which is translated as qualified, 
or in some version as competent, is a word that talks about making something adequate, or sufficient. God the 
Father had to make us adequate if we were to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. What did God the 
Father do? He delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son. The 
same language that Peter uses to motivate us to faithfulness and steadfastness in the midst of trials, is the language 
Paul uses to motivate us o patience and endurance and joy and thanksgiving. This can happen because in His Son, 
who is Jesus, we have redemption. We are purchased away from judgment because of sin. So, Paul says, we have 
redemption, and what is redemption? Redemption is the forgiveness of sins.  
 
My friends, our constant gratitude, or joy filled and patient and enduring maturing in Christ, all stem from the fact 
that God the Father made a way for us to be rescued from darkness and given to His Son. He is our inheritance. 
This should temper our view of God, especially in the way we interpret O.T. narrative. God shows us in the O.T. what 
kind of judgment must take place on sin and sinful people. He shows us in the N.T. what He intended when He made 
His promise to Adam and Eve of providing a means of correction for their sin. 
 
But in light of this let us consider one of the constant struggles to maturity. It is the battle of rejecting the natural 
inclination that sin is more joyful than the provisions and purposes of God. But in Jesus Christ we find the fountain of 
life. In Jesus the mortal is swallowed up in immortality. In Jesu all the fulness of God is pleased to dwell, and it is to 
Jesus that God is pleased to give US that we might know the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever, Amen. 
 
Dear Christian, awake to the beauty of what you have. For those who do not embrace Christ as the only means and 
provision of redemptions from sin and true and everlasting joy, hear our voices. We were no different than you in 
our pattern of life. We sought the same pleasures and had the same desires, but in Jesus we have been 
transformed. We have found in him true life and joy, and the reason for genuine thanksgiving. Would you come to 
Him today?  
 
Amen. 


