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Good morning, the Lord bless you and give you peace. Once again our attention is drawn to Peter’s exhortation of 
the local churches that were scattered about the Roman Empire. In this next section of chapter 3 Peter’s attention is 
once again more universally applied to the whole church. His exhortation focuses us upon the blessings that we will 
receive here and in eternal life. Remember, this is an epistle training God’s people in the reality of suffering in this 
present world. Considering that there are times of intense suffering, it is no wonder that Peter wants us to 
understand that God does bless is in this world for living as Christ would have us live. But more importantly, God 
blesses us especially in the next life. I need to pause here because this was a hard lesson to learn for Peter and the 
disciples as they followed Jesus. It was assumed that if someone suffered it was because God was judging them. One 
day while Jesus and the disciples were at the Temple they asked about a man born blind. Rabbi, who sinned? Was it 
this man, or his parents? Jesus’ response was wonderful. It was neither this man nor his parents that sinned, but 
that the glory of God would be manifest in him. Yes blessing does come in this life, and suffering doesn’t mean that 
God is judging me for some sin I have committed. He does correct us. I dare not minimize that, but suffering and the 
and the Christian life are realities in this life. I clarify this because the same teaching that mocks suffering if you are a 
Christian, is the same teaching that would look at a passage like this which speaks of real blessings now and in 
heave, and they would ignore the context in which this is given and use this passage to teach that the gospel is 
about prosperity now. This teaching seeks to satisfy our very human and sinful penchant for teaching that God is all 
about my happiness and success irrespective of what those things are that make me happy, or without regard to 
what I deem success is. God is not a genie that whips up at our bid and call.  
 
Let’s begin to seek to understand what Peter is saying by taking a brief look at the painting of words and ideas that 
Peter has painted for us thus far. What I have observed from watching artists with pictures of any kind is that they 
not only see what they want to put on canvas, but they see the entire canvas all the time in order to render their 
minds desire correctly. 
 
.I. At a Glance. First of all, Peter is speaking to Christian people, that is, those who have identified themselves with 
Jesus Christ as their personal savior from sin. As a consequence, these Christian people have entered into an identity 
that changes the way that they interact with the world around them and the way that the world around them 
interacts with them. Next, we see is that these Christians are identified as a group that has been exiled. An exile is 
someone that has been removed from their country of origin for some reason beyond their control. Coming into 
relationship with God because of Christ Jesus, or as Jesus puts it in John 3:16, being born again. In other passages of 
scripture, we are told that we are sojourning. It is like we are a Bedouin community that keeps moving around, with 
this one significant difference, that heaven is our home and that one day we will finally be able to rest in this 
heavenly country that is ours because of Christ. So whatever good we are promised in this life as we see in 1 Peter 3, 
we also live in the reality that the best life is still to come. 
 
We see not only that Peter first identifies those who are truly Christians as exiles in this world, specifically, elect 
exiles in this world, but we see as well that as exiles we will experience hardships. Chapter 1:6-7 talks about the 
trials which are like fire which prove the genuineness of our faith. Chapter 2:20, 3:14, 3:18, 4:12, 4:19, and 5:7-10 
talk about suffering for righteousness sake, and that part of the Christian experience is that we will experience what 
Christ experienced. He suffered once for sins. He suffered for doing good in order to honor the Father, and we 
should do likewise when those moments come in which we must live out the lives that holiness demands.  
 
What kind of life, then, promises blessing? What is the Christian path to the good life?  
 
.II. The means of blessing. Peter begins by calling all of us to several things. This is terribly important. It means that 
everyone who is a Christian is responsible to reflect these characteristics. I say this because the danger is that we 
will look at some of these things and say, well, that really doesn’t fit my personality type so I guess I am off the hook. 
It is true that some people are more naturally inclined to the kinds of dispositions that we see here, but we have to 
remember that the gospel tells us that we are all sinners and in needs of redemption. We are told that we are on a 



path of sanctification and that we will one day receive our glorified bodies. What redemption does is that it shows 
us in the power of Christ the kind of people we should have been outside of sin. I am saying that what is outlined 
here can be distinguished within the parameters of personality types specifically because our personalities are 
broken. Outside of sin, these things that we are called to are the character traits of every person. We have just 
learned to classify our brokenness in a way that makes me feel better about not being what God has called me to 
be. 
 
So, the first step outlined as a step towards blessing is to be unified in mind. It assumes several things. First, the 
word can be translated as that which is in harmony. That gives us the mental picture of listening to music that 
moves well together and is pleasant. It brings so much joy and peace when we listen to music that connects with our 
senses. But think about how unsettling a wrong note is to harmony that is intended and how aiding it is to hear the 
note that is intended to be sung. It has been a long time since I’ve sung consistently in a choir, but I can tell you that 
there were some songs that I really needed help with. Sometimes it is just hard to hear the note in your heard when 
everyone else is singing different parts. What I needed were people around that were more consistent with hitting 
their note. If they ever missed a practice the poor piano player would be worn out pecking out the notes I was to be 
following. How well does the music of your life bring harmony to those around you, and to the Christian 
community? Or we could ask it like this. Are you the kind of person that thrives on dissonance? The Christian is 
called to harmony.  
 
And here is the second component of this call, it is that we are in Christian community. Harmony assumes that there 
are other notes being played. There are other Christian lives around us beyond our families. It is easier to be unified 
in mind with those closest to me since we have to live together under the same roof. It is a lot harder to work for 
that on the larger scale of the Christian life. When we are committed to being unified, we are willing to listen and 
work together. Where there are impasses, we are willing to look for areas where those impasses can be set aside 
until we can get to a place where we can actually work through them. To bring back the music analogy, there were 
some notes that were written that were too high or too low for my range. The unity came, the protection of 
harmony came, when we found a note that I could hit that would fit within the music being sung. How different our 
churches would look if we were that committed to one another. How different would our families look if we were 
that committed to one another. How different our society look if this were true! Again, this isn’t unity at the 
sacrifice of my Christianity. This is unity because of our Christianity.  
 
Here are a few examples of where I have seen improper disunity between Christians, it is in the inability to love one 
another because there are different perspectives on important but secondary doctrines. Are you a premillennialist, 
postmillennialist, or amillennialist? How rabid are you about your Bible translation? Are you a dispensationalist or 
covenantal in your approach to scripture? What degrees of separation do you practice? What kind of music do you 
play in your worship? What kind of clothes do you wear at church? That clothing one is always funny to me. Not to 
ignore biblical teaching on modesty, but I think there is something to be said for being happy that people are 
clothed at all. There are always some good stories to hear from missionaries that have served in parts of the world 
with different perspectives on clothing. I’m quite pleased with our cultural norms on this issue, and I’m willing to be 
we are on the same page there. What about modes of baptism, or the timing of baptism? Oh, dear friends, the only 
reason that these issues are there to debate is that we have been brought into a relationship with Jesus Christ 
through the forgiveness of our sins! He brought harmony between us and God so that we could also display 
harmony between ourselves and our fellow Christian brethren. ALL OF YOU HAVE UNITY OF MIND. Peter is speaking 
not only of Christian families, and Christians in church fellowship, but of their fellowship with other churches. If 
there is a true Christian community within my sphere of interaction, my responsibility is harmony, unity, with that 
community when I have opportunity to show it. 
 
From unity we move to sympathy. Again, please receive the admonishment that this is for everyone, not just for 
sympathetic people, and the inverse is true as well. Typically, sympathetic people are very inept in confrontation. 
But we must be confronted with those things in our life that are not honorable to God, so please don’t see this as an 
excuse to be set free from our responsibility. If you are not a sympathetic person, then this is a call to you of what 



you have to work on. You are called to sympathy. Notice 3:9, at the end of this list of things Peter says, “to this you 
were called!”  
 
What really is sympathy? The Greek word is really a compound word made up of the word that is the commonly, if 
not always, the subject of an active verb which is said to be or do something (Logos, BDAG).The word is “sun” 
pronounced “soon.” The other word is the word pathos, which is defined in Greek as whatever befalls one, or a 
feeling which the mind experiences (Ibid). We get our word sympathy almost in direct transliteration from the 
Greek. Sumpathees, is the Greek rendering. Literally, the breakdown gives us this, to exist with feeling towards 
someone or something. The meaning is quite the same in English. Sympathy is to have our feelings aroused because 
of an experience. If we had to sum this up cleanly for our application it would be this, that the Christian is called to 
feel life with those who are God’s people. If I’m not living in such a way in which I am affected with joy or sadness 
over the state of a brother or sister in Christ, I am not living the Christian life. 
 
But we must take into account that is it is hard to have this kind of emotion with those around me if I am not 
available for them, or they to me. We cannot do the Christian life in isolation my friends. This is not just an 
exhortation to reach for Christian community within this time of COVID, but to live in this community of believers 
called Westwood in such a way that there are people that you will share your life with. We cannot walk through the 
joys and sorrows of life with one another if we never share the joys or sorrows. What does the Bible admonish us to 
do? We are to weep with those that weep and rejoice with those that rejoice. 
 
No greater example of this is found than in Jesus Christ. He was in unity of mind with the Father’s plan to bring 
redemption to mankind. Jesus took upon humanity upon Himself and lived that hardships of this Christian life with 
us. Hebrews reminds us that Jesus was tempted in all points like we are, yet He remained sinless. He felt our feelings 
of pain, temptation, and even death so that He might provide a means through which we could feel His painless, 
sinless, and eternal life. The glory of the Christian life is that we not only have that experience of forgiveness from 
sin, hope of eternal life and hope for a life without pain, but we can manifest that hope to others, especially the 
Christians around us. We can be unified. We can feel life with those around us.  
 
What greater way to redeem 2020 then to be the kind of people who display these two qualities of the Christian life. 
Just these two alone would save our nation from the destructive path in which it finds itself. May God grant us the 
desire to do what He has called us to do. Amen.  


