
1 Peter 2.4-5 God’s Society – Part 3 Our Place and our Responsibility  
Good morning, and happy Father’s Day. This morning I am not drawing our attention away from our text in order to 
speak to topics related to fathers. That, I am afraid, would rob us of some incredible teaching that is actually found 
in the text itself concerning fathers. Where do I get that? Well, if we remember how this whole study began, we will 
remember that ever person of the Godhead has a distinguished role in our salvation. God the Father is the primary 
agent from which all this Christian life actually subsists. This is not simply Petrine teaching; it is the teaching of the 
scriptures. Do you remember John 3:16?  It begins, “For God so loved the world that He sent His son.” We can learn 
so much about how to be a father just by looking at the Father. Have you ever studied someone to learn from them? 
If you want to be a better basketball player, you study the play of great basketball players and emulate what you 
can. If you want to be a good golfer, you study the swing, kinds of shots used at different times, and the strategy of 
excellent golfers. The same is true of any other discipline, art, music, medicine, all of these have an element of 
mentoring through example. There is no greater example than God, and He is our Father in heaven. The glory of God 
the Father is that there is never any failure, and He is the perfect example of Fatherhood.  
 
So, yes, though the trinity distinguishes the equality in authority and power and individual sovereignty of the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, Jesus is very clear that He submits to the authority of the Father. The Father is over all, but His 
pattern of life and glory are seen in glorification of others. Jesus Christ is given a name above all other names, and 
Jesus is so glorified that it is said to be the Father’s glory. We are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, 1:2, and it results in our incorporation into God’s family as sons and daughters before Him. It really sets the 
standard for how we are to build our homes and how we are to govern those things under our care. We are going to 
look at that in a moment, but let me simply ask from the beginning, are we as fathers satisfied to be the one who is 
behind the scenes working and planning to make those under you thrive? Does the success and glory of those who 
are put under our care the kind of glory we desire, or are we trying to live out our own dreams through our kids?  
 
Let’s spend a few moments considering the way in which God the Father builds His home, how He builds heaven.  
 
We will consider this first by jumping back into a point we were outlining last week and that concerns our place. .I. 
Our Place. Because of Christ’s sacrifice, the Father’s gift and understanding, and the Holy Spirit’s work in us, we are 
said to be part of a spiritual house. This idea of a spiritual house is very important. We consider last week that it was 
unified. There is no division of whatever kind in this spiritual house. But we can see as well that this house being a 
spiritual house is unbound. We are not bound to a place of worship. Peter is speaking to the church that is scattered 
throughout the Roman Empire. Jesus himself speaks in John 4 that the hour was coming in which all who are of the 
Lord will worship in spirit and in truth and will not be required to worship in some location. He was speaking of the 
blessing of His resurrection and sending of His Spirit to comfort and guide His people into all truth. This is really a 
blessing. It informs so much of our ecclesiology. If churches close because of disease, if churches close because of 
intolerance in our governments and communities, it is of no account. God’s people can still worship. The name of 
Christ will still be exulted. We are not hamstrung by some holy location here on earth. We are a spiritual house. The 
Father has created a means of redemption and worship that fits His dwelling and nature. God is Spirit, and those 
that worship Him must worship in Spirit and in truth. It means that as fathers we lead our families in this kind of 
worship. If we are not bound to a location we can lead our families to the Father on a regular basis. How much 
worship do you facilitate in your home men, or is that something that you wife must own if there will be any 
worship beyond a prayer for food?  
 
Second, if it is a spiritual house it is undaunted by the world and its goals, and will accomplish its own goals and 
mission. What is the goal and mission? Well, 1:2 tells us that a true Christian is set apart for sanctification and 
obedience. 1:14 tells us that a true Christian is a nonconformist to the plans and purposes of the philosophies of the 
world. 1:16 tells us to be holy. The goal of this house is the glory of God through the salvation and transformation of 
sinners to the end that we are, as 2:5 reminds us, being built up into the family of God. It is why Peter admonishes 
us this way in in his second epistle.  
 



2 Peter 3:11(ESV), “Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will 
be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are 
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting 
for these, be diligent to be found in him without spot or blemish, and at peace.”  
 
If God the Father prepares His family in this way, are we leading our families in a way that honors holy living? The 
world and its passions will be removed, what is left is the dwelling of God, our spiritual house. If we are honoring the 
Lord, we will be engaged in patterns of life and thinking that honor Him. This is terribly important. You see there is a 
danger in thinking that because this is a spiritual house, we can do what we want to do here on earth, with some 
sense of reason that is. Paul corrects that kind of duplicity in the Christian life. Notice what he says in 1 Corinthians.  
 
1 Corinthians 5:9-13 (ESV), “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people – not at all 
meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to 
go out of the world. But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name brother if he is 
guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler – not even to eat with such a 
one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God 
judges those outside. Purge the evil person from among you.” 
 
God will accomplish all that He has set out to accomplish in redemption from sin and judgement of sin. A Christians 
is one who lives in a manner that honors this spiritual life and calling by rejecting what the world has to offer and 
embracing all that Christ has to offer.  
 
But it is not just our individual homes that need this attention, remember that we are saved into the church. The 
church is the bride of Christ. The church is the company of the redeemed who are to be a holy priesthood. How 
committed are you to the holiness and betterment of this community? You can’t be part of every church, so if you 
are a part of this church, how committed are you to the advancement towards holiness and faithfulness of this 
place? Let’s talk about church membership for a moment. I very rarely talk about church membership. Here it is 
important. There are a lot of arguments for not joining the church. The problem is that in this culture where we have 
legal responsibilities as a recognized religious entity, one of the ways that we protect the church is by being in a 
place where we can vote. In order to vote you have to be a member. Signing on to a membership role not only gives 
that freedom but binds you to the covenants of this community, which means that if someone is in unrepentant sin 
and we ask them to leave, we have legal protection because they have signed a covenant. Further, what happens if 
other leadership absconds their responsibility and no longer commits to holiness and uprightness? The means of 
removing leadership is outlined under the covenant, which we must have as a legal entity. You have no means of 
protecting this place if you reject church membership. How committed are you to this community? Is this a place 
where you will be forever engaged but never married? 
 
It is unified, it is unbound, it is undaunted, and it is unmatched in all of creation since this is a house whose architect 
and builder is God, and whose head is the living stone. During seminary I had the privilege of working for a home 
builder in South Carolina. He was so patient with me as I wrestled my way through seminary and tried to work and 
learn this temporary occupation. What made the job interesting was that it catered to a higher end home. It meant 
that I was able to enjoy exposure to a slew of products that were always going to be in my own home as a picture on 
a magazine. I’ve notices looking back that pretty much those homes were the same, but every once in a while, we 
would have a client that looked at their home as their opportunity to produce some architectural art, and those 
homes were simply gorgeous. They were in a class by themselves. Oh, dear friends, this is what Peter is getting to. 
There is no home that matches the beauty and glory of our spiritual home.  
 
The first reason for its distinction is that it is God who built it. The second reason is that it is Jesus that anchors this 
home. Jesus, the one who made the Father known to us. If you have seen me you have seen the Father, says Jesus. 
May our lives as fathers be so visibly a reflection of Christ that people might learn something of God the Father. 



Here in the text Peter uses the Greek word lithos, which is the word that describes a stone in general, or one used in 
construction. The context will determine the use. Here in this case we are talking about a house, and in verse 6 we 
are told that God is building a house and is laying the corner stone, so we can rightly say that this is in reference to 
stone for construction. 
 
Further, Peter tells us that God selected this stone. The stone is precious, valuable, costly. The series of words here 
is amazing, Jesus is chosen, which is a word that understands inspection, and He is deemed precious, in a class by 
Himself in value. The idea in the original language is of assessment of true value and usefulness. The inspection is 
used to describe the assessment of counterfeit of real money. Jesus has been found alone in His value and 
distinction as the foundation of the house of God! 
 
The incredible thing is that we are said to be chosen in Him, 1:1 elect exiles. That is the same word and it 
underscores why the foreknowledge of God is so important. Jesus is precious because of who He is and what He has 
done, but we are sinners! How can that kind of action and value be applied to us? The brilliance of this salvation is 
that God’s foreknowledge anticipates the transforming work of grace through faith, that we are sanctified by the 
Spirit through the sprinkling of Christ’s blood. In other words, Christ’s sacrifice atoned for us, and the Spirit of Christ 
applied that atoning work to us. Dear friends, if Jesus is so valued and we are His, are we not esteemed and honored 
with great love from God?  
 
For those who have grandchildren, how do you feel about them? Did someone have to train you to talk about them 
with expert knowledge? Did someone have to coax you to buy another gift they don’t need because you just 
couldn’t help it? Why would that not be true of God? We are the fruit of Christ’s love. Do you see how this house is 
unmatched? God’s house us unified, unbound, undaunted, and unmatched. 
 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgements and how 
inscrutable his ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who has given a 
gift to him that he might be repaid? For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen (Romans 11:33-36) 
 


