
1 Peter 2.4-5 God’s Society – Part 2 Our Place and Responsibility and our Priesthood 
It is good to be with you this morning, if for no other reason but to experience with you the strengthening and 
healing power of worshipping God in a corporate setting. Have you ever said something like this, if you had just 
listened to me, this would not have happened! As a society, both secular and religious, we are experiencing 
incredible dimensions of brokenness because we were not listening to God. The book of Proverbs and the list of 
warnings that wisdom gives is a “if you just would have listened” response from God. For churches in our nations 
history that had a diminished view of people because of their ethnicity, they were ignoring that the early church had 
representation from all kinds of ethnicity in Rome as well as a very diverse socio-economic representation. Simeon 
in Acts 13 is recognized alongside Barnabas and Saul, as well as others, as one of the leaders of the church in 
Antioch. The church in Antioch was the church that sent Paul and Barnabas out to spread the gospel. They were a 
leading church amongst the churches of the time. And Simeon was a person of color. What could we have avoided 
in our history in the United States if churches would have seen that plurality of leadership within the church? If as a 
society we had listened to the Bible regarding the respect we are to have on life, on government, and on property, 
how much unnecessary loss would we have avoided? God has spoken. We are committed to hearing what He has to 
say that we might be strengthened, rebuked, persuaded, and enlightened.  
 
Here in this section Peter is moving to encourage his readers in the midst of their suffering. He tells them what God 
is doing for them, what they are to do, and what they are, by God’s grace, since Jesus Christ has saved them. We will 
work under the headings of our place and responsibility, and our priesthood over the coming weeks, and this 
morning we will consider just a portion of this idea of our place and responsibility. 
 
.I. Place and Responsibility. Here I am concerned with considering verse 4-5a. “As you come to him, a living stone 
rejected by men but in the sight of God precious, you yourselves are being built up as a spiritual house.” The first 
issue of concern that I want to highlight is to underscore what is at the end of this little section, that we are a 
spiritual house. It underscores the unity of the body of Christ because there is only one spiritual house. There is not 
a spiritual house for Jews and another for gentiles. There is not a spiritual house for Canadians, another for 
Spaniards, and another for Americans. Boy I would be in a pickle there wouldn’t I? Where do I go Lord? Peter has 
already distinguished a large swath of people that he is writing to. We know that Rome was filled with different 
ethnicities and subcultures. Yet Peter highlights that the work of God in Jesus Christ is the constructive unification 
of His people as a home. He says that it is a spiritual house, so obviously we are not saying that we are part of a 
physical building. The metaphor has the same intent that Paul communicates when he talks about the church being 
a body where Christ is the head and yet there are distinct parts of the body that are of equal importance. What at 
times seems too far to see because of the sin that is present in the church, like seeing every nation tongue and tribe 
worshipping, working, and living in flourishing harmony, is the final end of this redemption that is in Christ Jesus. But 
knowing that, we are to function to the best of our ability to reveal that aspect of harmony to the world. 
Remember, we are sojourners. We are to be a society within a society, and though this heavenly society might be 
separated by distance and language on this earth, the practice of mutual love, unity in Christ, and the pursuit of 
holiness is the universal character of this society. Mutual love, unity in Christ, and the pursuit of holiness as 
Christians is to be the franchised sameness of the Christian community.  
 
I like coffee. There was a spell where I couldn’t drink coffee because of acid reflux, but now I’m back on the coffee 
train. I enjoy the mom and pop roast your own places, but for convenience and a decently strong cup of coffee I like 
Starbucks. When I went into a Starbucks in Canada guess what I found? I found the same coffee, and selection as 
our stores here. When I’ve been on mission trips and happen to find a Starbucks in an airport or in the country we 
are serving with the gospel, guess what I find? I find the same coffee and selection as our stores here. Now the 
stores may be set up a little bit differently to accommodate for the space available. The signs are in a different 
language, but it’s the same stuff. That is what the church should be like. The same “stuff-ness” of Christianity is that 
we are a spiritual house being built up, pursuing mutual love, unity in Christ, and holiness. 
 
 



Let’s strive to live in such a way that people who want to reject Christianity because its members have ignored the 
teaching of this unity cannot but see themselves as being foolish for thinking it because of the unity and love that 
we have. By this shall all men know that you are my disciples, says Jesus, that you have love one to another. Let’s 
strive through our actions of sacrificial affection and and kindness between Christians of every color to show what 
Jesus is doing in our community. How do we do that? Well, not to get too far ahead, but remember that we are 
called priests later in this section. A priest interceded in prayer and matters of the word and physical cares for the 
people of God. Pray for churches that are of a different ethnic background. Make friends with people of a different 
ethnic background. Defend them when they are mistreated. Mistreatment for ethnic distinctions has happened to 
people within our own congregation. We are a spiritual house being built up together. 
 
And let us remember why we had rejected Christianity until it finally overcame us, and why others reject 
Christianity. Jesus says: 
 
Luke 14:26–33 (ESV): 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear 
his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to 
finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether 
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who 
does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” 
 
Christianity costs too much, that is why we are inclined to reject it. But when we truly see what who Jesus is, and 
what He has done, and what He will make us, who cannot but embrace Him? Taste and see that the Lord is good 
(Psalm 34:8). Come unto me all who labor and our heaven ladder and I will give you rest for your souls (Matthew 
11:28).  
 
John 12:44–50 (ESV): 44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who 
sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever 
believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge 
him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and does not receive 
my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken on my 
own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. 
50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me.” 
 
If you are here this morning and are not a Christian, please look at the Christian lives of those who are faithful and 
remember that even the most faithful is still on a journey of transformation. Jesus is the only hope of true change, 
and He is the only one with the power to change us. And Christian, lean into this path of change. Let us not be 
obstinate lest we at once be broken by God that we might be made sober to faithfulness. 
 
 
We also learn from this section that Peter’s concern with the Christian walk is here present. “As you come to him.” 
The Christian is one that journeys on the highways of God’s grace, and though there are times that cause confusion 
on this journey, he or she is constant in their direction; the compass of the Christian journey always points to Jesus 
as our true north. We are lent to any disposition and relationship that helps us towards the goal. And what is the 
goal of the Christian life? The goal of the Christian life is not heaven in the sense of a location. It is not my freedom 
from the confusion of this world in ever changing philosophies and moral requirements.  It is not my freedom from 
sickness and death. Though these are all a part of the inheritance that is given, the goal of the Christian life is Christ. 
We get God! “As you come to Him.” Jesus is always the goal. God must always be the goal of our pursuits and our 
commitments. If we consider what is said in 1:18-21, we are reminded there again that our hope is in God because 



that hope is not destroyed, affected, manipulated by the same evils that affect our world, like thieves, or things just 
breaking down, or nature destroying everything we have built. Are you walking with that ambition? Is Jesus Christ 
really our heartbeat?  
 
I feel sometimes like life is like a video game that simulates a car race. Several years ago we were given a Wii game 
console. Inclined with the game console, or maybe it was something we bought later, was Mario Kart. Have you ever 
played it? Well, I am not too good at video games. Though this will date me, the linear games like Galaga, or Mortal 
Combat, or just straight up pinball are more my speed, and still I not good at all. On Mario Kart I would always find 
myself wiped out and turned the wrong way, and then I would inevitably run into an obstacle. Life feels like that 
sometimes. We boobytrap ourselves with the same pitfalls, or we get sideswiped by some catastrophic event in our 
lives like sickness, or the death of a loved one, or the loss of a good job. That is the hardship of life. But the mercy of 
God towards those who have repented and believed in Jesus is that we are given direction and strength in the midst 
of these hard times. He sets us back on track and in the direction we are to go, towards Jesus. And Jesus promises to 
get us home. What a day of joy and rest that will be. 
 
“Give Me Jesus” 
Verse 1 
Take the world, but give me Jesus; All its joys are but a name, But His love abideth ever, Thro’ eternal years the 
same. 
Verse 2  
Take the world, but give me Jesus, Sweetest comfort of my soul. With my Savior watching o’er me, I can sing tho’ 
billows roll.  
Verse 3 
Take the world, but give me Jesus; let me view His constant smile. Then thro’-out my pilgrim journey Light will cheer 
me all the while. 
Verse 4  
Take the world, but give me Jesus; In His cross my trust shall be, Till, with clearer, brighter vision, Face to face my 
Lord I see. 
Chorus/Refrain 
O the height and depth of mercy! O the length and breadth of love! O the fullness of redemption, Pledge of endless 
life above! 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


