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Good morning, we are continuing our consideration of the Apostle Peter’s first epistle. There is so much here that is 
applicable to our lives. If this epistle of Peter were a tool, it would be a Swiss Army Knife. You’ve seen those kinds of 
knives, haven’t you? They are basically rectangular shaped cases with hinged tools like knives, spoons, can openers, 
pliers, and who knows what else! They are a tool that lets us interact with multiple situations. In the first chapter 
Peter wants to encourage his recipients to remain steadfast under trial. In fact, Peter is very concerned to teach that 
trials in the Christian life are to be expected. How do we live in that kind of a context? Well, he shows us that it is 
through a robust view of God and Christ’s work of grace. That view helps us understand what is called salvation. 
That view also sustains us. We saw in the last few messages on this section that we have a responsibility now that 
we have tasted the goodness of God in salvation. We saw that we are to think rightly, act rightly, and value rightly in 
this Christian life.  
 
This week I want to look at three things that Peter parlays into his meditation and exhortation already mentioned. 
These highlights are, the gift (verse 20-21), the responsibility (22-23), and the rest (verse 24-25).  
 
Let’s first consider the gift. .I. The Gift. Notice verse 20-21. There are three important concepts that Peter touches 
on. He mentions foreknowledge, manifestation, and the centrality of God. All three of these concepts are 
connected to the previous verses, which as I endeavored to show last week, underscore the amazing act of grace 
that is salvation. All that is of value in this world will perish and cannot sustain what our souls truly need, ransom 
from this world. So, Jesus Christ becomes our ransom. Peter is very concerned to include the O.T. requirements of a 
spotless lamb being sacrificed to signify redemption, of which ransoming is a part. But the point is that Peter applies 
this to the work of Jesus upon the cross. Now Peter says that this was foreknown in Christ before the foundation of 
the world. This raises a score of theological questions which the astute reader must ask, chiefly, these surround the 
nature of God, what was anticipated in creation before and after the fall, but in the midst of seeking answers for 
those questions I would remind you that Peter focuses on the fact that God’s grace and beneficence is magnified 
here for He bears the greatest cost of all. Suffice to say that for the original audience that was facing persecution, 
the knowledge that their salvation was not some haphazard reaction from God to try and salvage something of 
creation, is more than reassuring. All who are in Christ were in the mind of God as His children for who His Son 
would give His life and share His resurrection. But allow me to introduce a theological concept that stems from the 
nature of God.The idea theologically is that nothing occurs to God. If He is truly all-knowing, like He says He is, just 
how long has God anticipated sharing His eternal grace with us who believe? Let us stand in awe and wonder at this 
kind of affection. It is a gift! If you have experienced the reality of this ransoming, there is no more value that God 
could have shown us than to give His Son and to know that your salvation is not plan B. If you are not a believer, 
don’t you want to finally experience that kind of love? The things that pull your attention, money, cultural systems 
and norms, verse 18, can never show you this kind of love. Simply repent of you sins and believe in God for this 
grace. What grace? The grace of Jesus Christ.  
 
Peter moves that direction when he underscores that the manifestation was a gift to those who believed. The gift of 
seeing Christ historically and assessing His life and work against the backdrop of history and man’s need, the gift of 
tracing the promises of God and seeing them satisfied in Christ, this is a gift for the generation of people who 
believe in Christ and love Christ, though we have not seen Him. It is a gift of the last times. The concept of the “last 
times” is a reference to God’s explanation of how to understand His view of the stages of history. The stages of 
history are marked by milestones of redemption pointing to a time when someone will complete a full redemption. 
Noah, Moses and the Exodus, Esther, and other narratives, are all examples of God bringing redemption in history. 
But these stories all point ultimately to Jesus. Biblically speaking, the manifestation of Jesus is the last milestone. We 
could use a sports analogy. The “last time” is like the fourth quarter, the third period, the second-half of redemptive 
history. There will be no overtimes. Christians after the resurrection of Christ are set closest to the consummation of 
the age.  
 



But what is God seeking in sending Christ? He is seeking that we should properly honor Him as God. God must be 
central or there is nothing. He is the essence of all good things. He is the source of life. Here Peter identifies that the 
end of our faith and hope because of Christ are that we should ultimately have faith and hope in God. The provision 
of Christ to us is God saying to the world what a good and loving father would say to his children, you can trust me. 
Children move forward because of that reassurance. If we can do that with earthly fathers, how much more should 
we do that with our heavenly Father? 
 
Peter focuses on the gift, and then moves to the responsibility that we now bear. .II. The Responsibility. Verse 22-
23. This may seem redundant as he has already called us to holiness. But as a good teacher, there is teaching, 
review, and teaching with a little more information. What is the extra information that Peter now adds to his 
original call to holiness? He starts with the idea of purification. Purification was first seen under the idea of being 
sprinkled for obedience by the blood of Christ, verse 2. It is important to remember that here because what was 
passive in verse 2 and pertained to our birth, is now in the perfect active tense here. The idea is picked up well by 
Edmund Heibert. “The perfect active participle, hegnikotes, “having purified,” looks back to a specific past 
experience that has a present result. The cleansing tool place at the time of the reader’s regeneration, and so they 
were in a state of being clean (cf. John 13:10; 15:3; 17:19)…That purification is a necessary antecedent to life in the 
Christian community.” (Edmond Heirbert, 1 Peter (Chicago: Moody Press, 1992), 111) So essentially, God saved us, purified us, and now 
we are to participate in a life that leans into holiness. It might help to see that the word “purified” is the word used 
to describe that act of purification that people would do in worship in the O.T. Sacrifices having been submitted, the 
participants now moved through different rituals and washings. The intent is not to make an argument for baptismal 
regeneration, which some falsely include here, but to underscore the idea that now that we have been brought into 
this relationship, we are to lean in to the work of purification. What does that “leaning in” look like? Well, Peter says 
it is to obey the truth, and that obedience is for the purpose of loving other Christians with brotherly love, it is the 
word philadelphia in Greek, and Perter uses another word for love as well. He uses the word agape along side the 
brotherly love to which we are called. Peter sums it up as an earnest love. One commentator meditating on the idea 
of earnestness enjoining these two loves together says that this a love that stretches us. It is as if love were a string 
for an instrument that is stretched to the proper note. (Heibert, of Jowet, IBID. 114)  
 
What a challenge to you an me! Does our affection for one another here at Westwood actually stretch us, strain us, 
to give it? How do we know if it is earnest? Well, I liken it to how discern if we have put in a hard day of physical 
labor. When the day is done we feel it in our bones, and we feel it for several days! Let us commit to that kind of 
affection my friends! Strive. Be earnest. Apply yourself for the edification of those in this community to the point 
where you need to tap out for a moment of rest. That’s what Peter is calling us to. 
 
From Gift, to Responsibility, to Rest. .III. The Rest. Verse 24-25 Why do I says rest here? Well, the section that is 
cited by Peter of the O.T. is Isaiah 40:6, 8. This section begins with the proclamation of what would be understood in 
the New Testament as have been fulfilled by John the Baptist. He was to come and prepare the way of the LORD, 
the way of Jesus. The passage is a beckoning back to repentance and restoration with God as a people, not only 
because their ways didn’t work, but because in comparison to all that is available for us to seek help in, there is no 
one who stands with such unique distinction as God. He is in a class by Himself. So, Isaiah finishes his chapter with 
that famous verse (31), “they that wait upon that Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.” Whatever the trial, whatever the 
hardship, this same God is the God who foreknew us in Christ and has ransom us from sin. 
 
We are about to partake in communion. What can we say that connects Peter’s teaching to communion? Well, 
certainly that we are proclaiming the work of Christ upon the cross. But we should also remember that we came 
into covenant relationship with Christ because of that sacrificial work. In a sense, participating in communion is also 
a restating our covenant vows of faithfulness to God. So, prepare your hearts as Christians. Prepare your hearts to 
celebrate the glory of Christ’s deliverance of our souls and prepare you heart to again pledge allegiance to faithful 
obedience. Prepare to celebrate that great truth of rest in the arms of Christ. Amen. 


